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YOUR LING TO OPPORTUNITY 
STARTS AT LINCOLN TECH 

For the jobs employers are projected to add by 2022* 




Automotive Technology Diesel & Truck Technology 

CNC Machining & Manufacturing Technology Welding Technology 
Collision Repair & Refinishing Technology Heavy Equipment Technology 



MORE THAN 160,000 

AUTOMOTIVE TECHNICIANS 

MORE THAN 75,000 

WELDERS 

MORE THAN 50,000 

DIESEL AND TRUCK TECHNICIANS 



MORE THAN 41,000 COMPUTERIZED 
MANUFACTURING PROFESSIONALS 



MORE THAN 35,000 

COLLISION REPAIR PROFESSIONALS 



MORE THAN 32,000 

HEAVY EQUIPMENT PROFESSIONALS 



LINCOLN TECH 

America^ Technicai Institute 



CALL 800-677-1768 VISIT LincolnTech.edu 

Offitiaf recftnfea/ SAael of rfBiai f LincoInGroupofSchools ^©LincoInTech 



These figures represent national career projections and can be found at careeronestop.org, for the years 2012-2022. 

For consumer information visit www.LincolnTech.edu. Programs vary by campus at Lincoln College of Technology and Lincoln Technical Institute. 



135281015-4902 











PRO BRAKE LINE FLARING TOOL 

• Create 45-degree single, double 
& bubble flares 

• Turret-style indexed head helps 
switch flares on-the-fly 

• Use for brake lines, transmission 
cooler lines, and fuel lines 

• Includes brake-flare forming tool; 

3/16M/4", 5/16", 3/8" & 4.75mm 
tube-retaining dies 







Item #30005 
37° Flare Die Kit 





3/16" Kit 

Item #12603 

mil 

99 99 




3/16" Kit 1/4" Kit 

Item #49053 Item #49054 



STAINLESS STEEL BRAKE-LINE 
TUBING KITSW/FITTINGS 

20' of 0.028” thick wall 
Stainless Steel for 
superior corrosion resistance 

Ideal for upgrading or creating 
1/4" Kit ^ system 

Item #12604 

OE-STYLE BRAKE-LINE 
TUBING KITS INCLUDES FIUINGS 



O • 25' of 0.028” thick wall 
Steel Tubing 

• Corrosion Resistant 

• 0.028" thick wall 



SHRINKER/STRETCHER 
COMBO SET 

• Ideal for perfect-fit rust-repair metai 
work around wheei openings, door 
jams, windshieids and trunk gutters 

• inciudes 2 jaws, 2 housings 
and 2 handies 

• Works on up to: 

-18-gauge miid steei, 

- 20-gauge stainiess, 

- 16-gauge aiuminum 

Item 
#51088 





MIG 250 WELDER 

COMPARE TO PRO UNITS 
COSTING 2X THE PRICE! 

• 120 or 240VAC=True Portability 

• Lightweight and easy to carry, 
or run off a generator 

• Duty Cycie - 60% @ 250amps 

• 4" or 8" spooi capabiiity 




ELD UP TO 
1/2" PLATE 




PLASMA CUTTER 40 AMP VERSA-CUT 

• Cuts thru steei & aiuminum up to 3/8" 

• Works with 1 1 0v or 220v AC input 

• 20' torch cabie; 10' ground cabie 
with ciamp 

/30 



Rated 40-amp output 



SALE 





6PC FAIRMOUNT 
HAMMER & DOLLY SET 

• Hand ground & polished heads 

• Designed for precision 
metal shaping 




EXTRA LARGE VIEW 
AUTO-DARKENING 
WELDING HELMET 

• XL 3.9" X 3.6" view area 



Variable #4 to #13 shade 



SUE 

$89Sil 

Seeshippi^ ^ 



Item #20189 



DO THE JOB RIGHT. 
800-343-9353 
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3X THE EFFICIENCY! 
3X THE CIRCULATION! 
3X THE COOLING! 



Item #201 50 22" width for Street Rods 
Item #201 51 26" width for Muscle Cars 
Item #201 52 28" width for Full Size Cars/Trucks 



Item #20274 22" width for Street Rods 
Item #20275 26" width for Muscle Cars 
Item #20276 28" width for Full Size Cars/Trucks 



ALL RADIATORS ARE 19" HIGH x 2.2" DEEP & AVAILABLE IN 3 WIDTHS: 

GM Style FORD/CHRYSLER Style 

DRIVER Side Inlet & PASSENGER Side Outlet PASSENGER Side Inlet & DRIVER Side Outlet: 



For SjSSp ® 
More 
Info: 



run 168-180°FALL DAY, EV ^NTBAFFI C! 
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OEM 



ALUMINUM TRI-FLOW 



THE TRI-FLOW DIFFERENCE 



✓ Universal mount design 

✓ 3 sizes-fits street rods to full size trucks 

✓ OEM style inlets and outlets 

✓ Reduce water temp up to 24°F over 
competitors aluminum radiators 

✓ LS motor-steam port fitting 

✓ TIG-welded aluminum core & tanks- 
assures a leak-free unit 





RADIATOR ESSENTIALS 

COMPATIBLE WITH 
TRI-FLOW RADIATORS 



FAN SHROUD 

Item #20296 For 22" Radiator 
Item #20297 For 26" Radiator 
Item #20298 For 28" Radiator 



ELECTRIC FAN 

Item #20243 16" 
Item #20244 14" 



TRANSMISSION COOLER 

Item #20245 Improve transmission 
performance 



FAN CONTROLLER 

Item #20246 Screw-in probe 
Item #20247 Push-in probe 




UNDERHOOD BLACK 

• Correct underhood 
OEM-matching finish 

• Exceptional adhesion 

• Semi-Gloss finish 

• Resist chipping, 
scratches and light 
impacts 



Item #10024Z 




2KAER0SPRAY™ 

L HIGH-GLOSS 

■ CLEAR PAINT m4 

Durability and 
precision of a 
H 2-component 
^ coating, without 
I the paint gun. 

I 



Item #14148Z 



Over 4,000 Products 
Plus Daily How-Ws 
ONLINE NOWI 



ORDER ONLINE: 
www.eastwood.com/HR21 6 

*AII deals in this ad expire 2/29/201 6. Cannot be combined with other offers. 

**Free shipping valid on orders over $50 within the Continental US only & exiudes expedited 
orders. Other exclusions may apply. 






HAND-HELD 

TUBING STRAIGHTENERS 

• Easily straighten steel, stainless steel, 
aluminum or copper tubing for brake 
systems, fuel systems and more. 

• Much quicker with better results than « 
bulky, bench-mounted tube straighteners! 

• Pro-quality custom length brake and 
fuel lines flow better and look great. 

Item #30537 Tube Straightener for 3/16" Tubing 

Item #30538 Tube Straightener for 1/4" Tubing 

Item #30539 Tube Straightener for 3/8" Tubing 

Other Sizes Available 



TUMBLER 5LB CAPACITY 

• Includes 2 lbs of green media 
and 2lbs of dry shine 

• 110V AC motor provides constant 
vibratory motion 

• Tackle even the toughest coating 
removal or hardware polishing 



Item 

#20043 





PROFESSIONAL FOLDING LED LIGHT 





Extends from 48 to 68 inches so it can 
span across most vehicle hoods 
The center sections of this light rotate 
indepentantly a full 1 80 degrees so 
you have the ability to aim the 
light where ever you need it. 

Folds in half for easy storage 

AC & DC charger 
included 



from 
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HEAT, SOUND & 
VIBRATION BARRIER 

• Butyl rubber membrane is 
ideal for sound deadening 
road and driveline noise 

• High-performance 
aluminum facing reduces 
engine and exhaust heat 

• Conforms easily to interior 
and door panels 



Item #15824-15828 • Item #15841 • Item #15842 • ltem#15632ZP 
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RETRACTABLE AIR HOSE REEL 

• Stores your air hose safely 
and neatly out of the way 

• Powder coated professional 
grade steel resists elements 



Item #30826 Universal Retractable Reel Swivel Bracket $17.99 



* 



OFFICIAL TOOL SPONSOR: 



mmw:. 









DO THE JOB RIGHT. 
800 - 343-9353 ^ 



I PRO FAB KIT ^ 

TIG WELDER & PLASMA CUHER^ 

TIG 200 AC/DC: VERSA-CUT 60: ^ 

• 1/4" -thick welding capacity • Cuts steel, stainless & aluminum 

• 110vACor220vAC from 24-gauge to 7/8" 

• Aluminum welding capability • 220vAC ( 



CONCOURS PRO 

2 GUN SET INCLUDES 
7 . ” aluminum 

Features: CASE! 

• Includes professional quality 
HVLP paint & detail gun 

• Low CFM - Full size gun 6.5CFM @ 30PSI, 
Detail gun 3CFM@22PSI 



TIG 200 WELDER 

AC/DC M 



Features: 

• 1/4" welding 
capacity 

• IIOvACor j 
220VAC 4 

• Aluminum 
welding 
capability 



Item #12746 



Item 

#14776 



Item #14390 



DUAL VOLTAGE f 
POWDER GUN i 

2 VOLTAGE SETTINGS 
FOR COMPLETE COVERAGE! 

Features: 

• Extremely durable finish 

• Fast coat & cure time 

• Low 15,000-volt setting 

• High 25,000-volt setting 
for multi-coat coverage 
over larger areas 



HYDRAULIC WHEEL 
DOLLY 2PC SET 



Hydraulic lift easily moves vehicles 
Easy foot pedal operation ^ 

13001b capacity, each 
Large heavy duty casters for easy moving 
Accomodates up to 12" wide tires 



Item 

#11676 




TUBING 

DEBURRING 

TOOL 



Item 

#30448 



Item 

#30550 



16PC DIE 
I GRINDER KIT 




T RECHARGEABLE 
kED WORK LIGHT/ 
J FLASHLIGHT 
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HOTROD.COM EVERY DAY 




12] See the Future 
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30] 10-Second Land-Speed RaceTruck 
34] Wheels-Up Vintage Rides in the Gasser Class 
36] The Battle of 9-Second N.A. Small-Blocks 
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46] Twin-Turbo Monte Carlo is 4^000 lbs of Fury 
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56] is This the World’s Quickest Car with A/C? 

58] 200-mph Real Steel Street Cars 
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64] Lutzvs. Bailey: Who Wins On theStreet? 

66] Anything Goes in Unlimited 
70] The People Behind the Cars 
74] Tom Bailey’s 3,600hp Street Car 
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84] Bring Real Funny Cars Back! 

88] Fixing Big-Block Valvetrain Woes 

96] Keep Vintage Chevy V\feiming Ughts in Working Order 
106] Freiburger’s World 
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PEOPLE WHO KNOW 




CARS B ENBINES 

USE ROYAL PURPLE 



Custom car builders Ringbrothers only use 
and trust Royal Purple in ALL of their cars. 



Royal Purple’s unique blend of 
additives, such as our proprietary 
Synerlec® technology, enable 
Royal Purple synthetic products to 
outperform leading synthetic and 
conventional lubricants. 

Royal Purple— feel the difference! 




www.royalpurple.com 
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ANSEN 
OFF- ROAD 

AR969 

BY AMERICAN RACING WHEELS 

INTRODUCING THE ANSEN. 

DON'T LET THE CLASSIC-INSPIRED 
DESIGN FOOL YOU -THE INNOVATION AND 
STRENGTH EMBEDDED IN THESE ARE 
MADE FOR THE FUTURE OF OFF-ROAD. 
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It Takes A 

HISTORY OF 
IN NOVATI ON 

To Build the Riture 

WITH THE LOOK OF A CLASSIC AND THE FEEL OF A PRECISION TOOL, 
AMERICAN RACING WHEELS ARE BUILT TO PERFORM. OUR HISTORY IS ROOTED 
IN MOTORSPORTS AND OUR FUTURE IS BUILT AROUND THEIR INNOVATION. 




AmericanRacingxom 




STARTING LINE 



Hot Rod Predictions for 201 6 





[Just as Gene 
Roddenberry’s 
Star Trek 
predicted, our 
cellphones 
have become 
the gateway 
to the modern 
world. Even for 
hot rodders. 



I once got in trouble with our 
former creative director for doing 
a cover story about predicting the 
future. He said it was a terrible 
idea, and that I couldn’t possibly 
know what was going to happen. 
While he may have been right 
in principle, I also know that 
forecasting whafs coming is pow- 
erful. It’s not that I have a crystal 
ball, but I think it’s possible to 
recognize the path were on, talk 
about our trajectory, and make 
the future we want come true. To 
that end, here are my predictions 
for the New Year. 

Factory Performance Cars: 
The Ford Raptor and Dodge 
Hellcat proved that halo cars 
that are attainable are more 
powerful— and profitable— than 
supercars ever will be. What 
does that mean for the Big 
Three? Expect the Hellcat to dis- 
place the need for Viper. Expect 
the Eord GT to win Le Mans (if 
it doesn’t, expect it to come back 
with a twin-turbo EcoBoost 
flat-plane crank 5.0L V8), but 
look for some giant-kiUing per- 
formance out of the Mustang 
GT350R and Cobra Jet. Will 
we see a mid-engine Corvette? 
Yes. But not until Chevy has 
exhausted every other techno- 
logical option first. 

Aerospace Influence: In the 
early days of hot rodding, the 
aerospace industry brought 
us fuel injection, disc brakes, 
chromoly tubing, TIG welding. 



AN fittings, and other WWII 
technologies. Look for our 
worlds to merge again as private 
companies like Space X (whose 
sister company is Tesla) share 
innovation and tech with their 
automotive counterparts. 

Cottage Industry Speed 
Parts: While there’s a corporate 
consolidation going on in the 
automotive aftermarket, there’s 
stiU tremendous opportunity for 
people like you to make speed 
parts for our industry. As design 
software allows 3-D printing, 
water-jet cutting, CNC machin- 
ing, and even CNC bending 
to be more accessible, expect 
some of the coolest new parts to 
show up on eBay, where you’ll 
be buying parts from fellow hot 
rodders. 

How YouTl learn About 
Your Car: Were moving away 
from a world of service manuals 
and into a world of computer 
feedback. The number of sensors 
required on modern vehicles is 
allowing us to process vehicle 
data in a way that changes our 
world of diagnostic observation 
to one of anticipatory logic. Our 
cars win literally be able to sense 
the events that lead to vehicle 
breakdowns by batching together 
data from sensors to predict 
everything from when to change 
the air filter, to when the engine 
is on the verge of a head-gasket 
failure. 

IHOTROD.COt David-Kennedy 

as Larry Chen 




IN MY 
OPINION 

Great Advice 
Machines are 
lazy. If there’s 
a way for them 
to do anything 
else but work, 
they will. 

Self-Driving 

Cars 

These are none 
of your concern. 
They’re for peo- 
ple who don’t 
like to drive. 
You’ll own an 
electric perfor- 
mance car long 
before you pay 
extra money for 
a car that does 
something you 
enjoy doing. 

Rust Is Going 
Away 
Embracing 
aluminum, 
composites, 
and high-nickel 
alloys means 
that our indus- 
try is on the 
march to eradi- 
cate corrosion. 
As hot rodders 
embrace light- 
weight technol- 
ogies-many 
of which don’t 
oxidize like iron 
and steel— we’ll 
also run into 
the reality that 
paint and corro- 
sion-preventing 
coating just 
add weight. 



> HOTROD.COM/ Brandan-GiUogly 




Watching and 
covering Drag 
Week™ live for the 
past few years 
has desensitized 
me to just how 
bizarre it all is. 
Then at the end 
of the week 
when Bryant 
Goldstone made 
it to the last day, 
unhooked his 
trailer, and cruised 
his Javelin past 
while we were 
eating dinner, it 
dawned on me 
once again how 
hardcore these 
guys are. 



>H0TR0D.( Elana-Scherr 




The word of the 
week was wagon. 
i’m convinced 
that the smart- 
est possible Drag 
Week™ vehicle is 
a nice, fast family 
hauler. Fits all 
your stuff, and 
you can sleep in 
it, which means 
you can spend all 
your money on 
turbo parts. 



> HOTROD.COM/ Thom-Taylor 




I thought 
NASCAR’s biggest 
problem was its 
homogenized 
spec cars. But 
after seeing the 
Talladega race, 
NASCAR’s got 
much bigger prob- 
lems. When your 
rules are so con- 
voluted it takes 
an explanation 
after the race for 
who won, then it 
should be appar- 
ent to all this is a 



crazy time. 
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The Next Level Of Plug And Play 




Instrument Cluster 



Heads Up Display 



OMfN 
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Console Display 



DashControl from Auto Meter allows the driver to monitor critical vehicle 
data without the need for additional instrumentation.The DashContnol 
module is plug and play to give you instant information about hundreds of 
vehicle parameters, on your vehicle's existing screens. Easily add ain^fuel ratio^ 
knock, 0-60 time, boost transmission and intake temp along wrth 
customizable alerts for vehicle malfunctions. No installation is necessaryjust 
plug the DashControl module into your OBDII port for tnstant monitoring 
and diagnostics. It works right out of the box, but can be customised via your 
PC for even greater versatility, Equipped with two 0-5 volt analog inputs, the 
DashControl system can be also be used with two additional aftermarket 
senders for information not found on your vehicle's data stream. 

Features: 




DASH 

CONTROL 



■Quick and easy plug and play application 

■Easy to use monitoring options controlled by vehicle's door lock switches 
Two optional 0-5 volt analog inputs for aditional aftermarket senders 
■OBDII compatible with select GH vehides 

■No modification of the vehicle's computer system, 100% warranty friendly 
■Customizable alerts using the vehicle's warning chime for any set value 

■Available for 20 1 0-2015 Camam, 2005-20 1 6 Corvette, 2007-2016 Chevy/GMC Full Size Trucks (Gas and Diesel), 
2009-20 1 5 CTS/CTS-V, 2010-2015 Cruze (Gas Only), 2006-20 1 1 Soisdce/Sky 2005-2010 Cobalt and 2006-201 1 HHR 





More Information Available At 

autometer.com 




WHERE IT ALL BEGAN 
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Pro Mod tan 



John Scialpis blown 1957 Chevy and Dave Riolos 1955 Chevy square 
off in 1988 at Sears Point in Sonoma, California. Their “prostalgia” 
antics would morph into what we now call Pro Mod race cars. The 
origins of Pro Mod are murky and a bit complicated, but lets take a 
stab at it. 

There was a revolution taking place in Sportsman drag racing 
in the late- 1970s. The lighter and quicker Vegas and Monzas were 
pounding the larger shoebox 1955-1957 Chevys and WiUys coupes 
in the Top Sportsman classes. But once blowers and nitrous for 
carbureted engines showed up in the door-slammer brackets, some 
of the larger, heavier cars gained parity — and fans loved seeing the 
shoebox cars whip the smaller cars. 

The 1970 s fast-bracket racing (called Bracket One on the West 



Coast) evolved into what became “Quick 8 and Quick 16” racing; 
these were heads-up, no breakout, quarter-mile romps with only 
two rules: two doors and two carbs. Where true bracket cars ran 
traditional aU-run, no-ladder formats, the Quick 8s were paired on 
eliminator ladders. Once qualified, they could pick their own dial- 
ins, so there was plenty of action. 

By the late- 1980s, both coasts were fielding different versions 
of what would become Pro Mod. On the West Coast, Muscle Car 
Shootout events pitted 1950s shoeboxes running big-cubic-inch 
blown mountain motors and shots of nitrous, blasting them into the 
low-7s in booked- in match races or in Pro Gas. Guys like Riolo were 
running 9.50 indexes or straight heads-up sprints. 

On the East Coast, in the fall of 1987, Bristol Dragway in Bristol, 




r 



Tennessee, held an NOS-sponsored Saturday-night shootout for the 
Top 4 quickest door-slammers. The following year, this morphed 
into Top Sportsman Quick 8 heads-up shootouts on Saturday nights 
at IHRA national events for the quickest eight qualifiers. 

Quick 8 and Quick 16 events were gaining traction throughout the 
Southeast and Mid- Atlantic with touring groups like the aU-super- 
charged “WM Bunch” influencing fast-bracket racers that helped 
spawn IHRAs Top Sportsman Eliminator. By then, the cars were dip- 
ping into the 6s at almost 200 mph. 

One of the key players that helped these cars gain significant trac- 
tion with the fans was Charlie Carpenters 1955 Chevy. With his 
nitrous shots at the Christmas Tree, people would come running to 
catch the action. These were real cars with steel bodies and frames. 

-r.. 



It wasn’t until bracket racer Robby Vandergriff appeared driving 
Jim Bryant’s Thundercraft 1957 Chevy, with its fiberglass body and 
tube frame, did racers think to break out of the body-on-frame door- 
slammer archetype. This was a turning point that soon brought a 
cornucopia of chopped, sectioned, sliced, and diced fiberglass bodies 
slammed onto tube chassis and powered by blown monster motors, 
ushering in what we now know as Pro Mod. 

The first cars wearing a “Pro Modified” designation showed up 
in 1989 at ATCO Dragway in Atco, New Jersey. The IHRA fielded 
elimination rounds to showcase this new class, which was not yet 
named. Pro Modified made its official class debut at the 1990 IHRA 
Winternationals in Darlington, North Carolina. 

HOTROD.COM/Thom-Taylor 
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HOT ROD Archives 




RODDIN’@ RANDOM 






Scene by Readers 

01] DUFF WOLLEY’s great grandmother bought 
this 1981 V6 Buick new, and it’s been passed down 
to him. Being a true hot rodder, it now has a Chevy 
350/350 combo with a Detroit Locker. 02] PAT 
POSEY has always wanted a big, fat blower sticking 
through the hood of his car, so he built his dream, 
a 1963 Nova with a blown Precision Race Engines 
434ci engine. 03] MARCOS GANDOLFO, who con- 
verted this former four-door sedan into a two-door 
hardtop, built this tribute to Fred Lorenzen’s 1966 
NASCAR Galaxie in Argentina over a six-year period. 

04] WILLIAM BEDINGFIELD calls his shortened, 
sectioned 1933 Dodge four-door sedan a Dodge Vic- 
toria, which was built on a 1991 GMC Sonoma chassis 
with a 305ci Chevy and 700R4 trans. 05] This super- 
clean 1932 Ford three-window coupe is the work of 
DON WALLA from Dayton, Nevada. 06] ROBERT 
MILLER says his 1971 Camaro runs a 496ci big-block 
Chevy, 700R4 automatic, and “everything i could 
think of.” 07] KEN BRISKLEY from Hyde Park, New 
York, hot-rodded a Little Tikes “Cozy Coupe” for his 
grandson’s second birthday, it has a fully welded 
steel frame, the plastic body is slightly channeled, 
and the engine was made from a heat sink from an 
air compressor. 08] Lewiston, idaho’s JACKSON 
THOMPSON has been building this Model A Tudor 
since he got the Model A frame when he was 17. it 
most recently won Best Rat Rod and People’s Choice 
at Lewiston’s 2015 Hot August Nights. 09] Hatch 
alignment, paint stripping, electrical troubleshoot- 
ing, sanding, and spot painting are just some of the 
chores CORY ADAMS’ 13-year-old son, RILEY, has 
tackled on their 1988 Camaro. Start them young! 

10] From Birmingham, Alabama, comes KEN 
DELGRECO’s clean 1970 Chevelle he calls Shadow 
Shaker, it runs a dual-quad, 454ci, solid-roller-cam 
Chevy engine. 11] Muscatine, iowa’s BILL LECHNER 
says when he drives his 305ci-powered 1949 GMC, 
he’s Ben Dover and his wife is illene Dover-get it? 

12] Out of Freelton, Ontario, DEAN MARTIN sub- 
mitted this shot of his dad’s 1950 M47 Mercury truck. 

He installed a 302 and AOD drivetrain with updated 
independent suspension rolling on Centerlines. 

13] They don’t get much nicer than this 1970 Buick 
GSX 455 Stage i, built by DANA HINRICH, with a 
Tremec five-speed hung behind that 455. 14] We 
showed you DEAN MARTIN’S dad’s 1950 Merc 
truck, but this is Dean’s own 1964 Pontiac Catalina, 
powered by a 389ci Pontiac and automatic, it’s been 
lowered and runs five-spoke Americans. 15] Home 
builder JERRY HALEY from El Paso, Texas, recently 
finished his fiberglass 1932 Ford five-window coupe 
running a 409ci W-motor Chevy and four-speed, 
with lots of traditional hot rod touches. 16] Our sec- 
ond Deuce three-window coupe is from Columbus, 
Nebraska, and was built by RICK CAMPBELL, it 
includes a filled top and grille shell, a small-block 
Chevy, and wide whites for that classic hot rod look. 







To be included in Scene by Readers, send low-rez photos and some information about them to HOTROD@HotRod.com. 
if we elect to use your photo, we will email back with instructions on how to send us a high-rez photo for publication. 
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Frosty the Go-Man. 

Cold weather won’t stall your project. And it won’t stop us 
from supplying you with the parts and tools you need to get 
the job done. That way, you’ll spend next spring driving 
instead of wrenching. 

From tires and tools to T-shirts and toys, rely on us to fuel your 
high-octane holiday. 



American Motors Corporation: 
The Rise and Faii of 
America’s Last Independent 
Automaker Book 



Chevrolet 
100th Anniversary 
Vintage Hoodie 

• Perfect for cool-air cruising 



• Over 300 pictures 



• Classic vintage vibe 



• 208 pages, hardbound 



• Cotton/polyester blend 



MBK-780760344255 / $29.97 each 



RWM-G8596_ I from $49.97 each 
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800 Lh. 

Low-Profile 
Transmission Jack 

24.5 Inch Lift Height! 

Keyword: SXT 24.5 



SXT-7800A I $235.97 each 




Tailor-Made for Hot Rod Retrofits! 
Keyword: SUM Automotive Heater 

as low as I $149.97 each 




5.7L Iron Engine Block 
forOMLS 




Shapeit 
Metal Shaping Starter Kits 




Personalized Douhled-Sided 
Speed Shop Sign 

• FREE personalization 

• Bracket included 

• Allow 2-3 weeks for personalization 




LS-Style Fuel Systems 

Perfect for LS Swaps! 

Keyword: CMB LS-Style 



VSC-PV022_ I $109.97 each as low as / $339.49 kit 





Desk Clock STP Logo Hat 

• With thermometer and humidity gauges • Sewn-on patch 



Stronger than Aluminum! 

Keyword: SUM Bare 5. 71 



Teach Yourself Bodywork! 

Keyword: CTI Shapeit 



• Roaring V8 sounds every hour • 100% cotton twill 

• Uses 3 AA batteries • Adjustable fit 



SUM-150157 1 $899.97 each 



as low as / $55.97 kit 



FDS-MSTS5 1 $49.97 each HSG-SSTZ-87370 / $16.97 each 



Hundreds of great gearhead gifts under $50 



SummitBacing. com^ 1.800.230.3030 
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1944 Gilbarco 
Fuel Pump Display Case 

• 1:2 scale replica of art deco gas pump 

• Locking glass door and lighted globe 
•11" wide X 47" high x 9" deep 

CWP-21142109 1 $799.97 each 



USA License Plate Map C 

•Practice your gearhead geography 
• Printed on 24 gauge powdercoated steel 

VSC-PS044 / 25" wide x 16" high / $39.97 each 
VSC-PS063 / 35" wide x 21" high / $79.97 each 



Mopar 

Hooded Zippered Sweatshirt 

• Front handwarmer pockets 

• 100% cotton 

SPJ-99447 1 from $44.97 each 
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1940 Ford Package 
Gauge Sets 

Sending Units Included! 

Keyword: CiN 1940 



fucniuw 
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Sport Seats USA 

High Back and Low Back Options! 

Keyword: TIP Universal Seat 




1:18 Scale Die-Cast 
1970 Dodge Challenger R/T 

• 426 htemi with shaker hood 

• Authentic “Plum Crazy” purple 

• Very limited quantity available 



IBOKOSSil 




Ultra Gold 

Aluminum Rocker Arms 

Withstand Extreme Spring Pressure! 

Keyword: CCA Gold Set 



as low as / $961.97 kit 



as low as I $799.97 pair 



GLC-1 2930 1 $59.97 each 



as low as / $290.97 set of 16 



Fire 

Extinguishers \ 

Include Mounting Bracket! 

Keyword: EMS Chrome Fire 





Short RIock Stroker Engines 

With Flat or Dome Top Pistons! 

Keyword: MLL 383 Short 




Dietz Headlight 
Assemblies 

Come in Multiple Styles! 

Keyword: UPD Dietz 




1:18 Scale Acme Die-Cast 
1972 Pontiac LeMans GTO 

• With rare “ducktail” spoiler 

• Detailed 455 H.O. engine 

• Also available in blue 



as low as I $65.00 each 



as low as / $2,245.97 each as low as / $5 1.97 pair 



AMM-A1801205 / $139.97 each 



Gift Cards available from $25 tc $500 



1.800.230.3030 • Tech: 1.330.630.0240 • Int’l: 1.330.630.0230 

Call by 10 pm EST: In-Stock Parts Shipped That Day! 




Prices good through 1/1/16 • Typographical, description, or photography errors are subject to correction. 
Some parts are not legal for use in California or other states with similar laws/regulations. Please check your state and/or 
local laws/regulations. ©2015 AUTOSALES, INC. SCode: 1602HR 
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RACMG CARS TECH 



MOMR360HOG 



WILD 

DATSUNS 



1976 



WHAT’S WITH THE '56 CAD? 




20 YEARS AGO 

February 1996 (108 pages, $3.25): The tube-chassis debate rages 
passionately throughout this package. Editor Drew Hardin’s col- 
umn defends HRM’s philosophical resistance to continuing down 
that slippery slope. A single-topic letters section is subtitled, “The 
Future of Pro Street.” Cole QuinneU’s Fastest Street Car Shootout 
coverage opens with Tony Christian launching a tube-framed 1957 
Chevy under the headline, “Street Racing Goes Pro.” Jeff Smith’s tech 
story has the catchiest opener. Recalling how Two Lane Blacktop’s 
mechanic, Dennis Wilson, “spent the entire movie changing jets,” 
Smith suggested that new metering blocks with externally replaceable 
cartridges would’ve saved valuable time better spent chasing skirts. 




40 YEARS AGO 

February 1976 (112 pages, $1): Readers of a certain, um, matu- 
rity win remember the double shocks of (1) seeing this cover slide 
through the mail slot and (2) discovering that it was not an early arriv- 
ing April Fool’s issue, after all. While a weak case might’ve been made 
for Z-cars as slow hot rods, what in the world was that imported econ- 
omy car and minitruck doing here? Staffers must’ve been asking the 
same question — and not anxious to answer, judging from their failure 
to take individual responsibility inside. Possibly never in HOT ROD’s 
history has a cover story gotten eight full pages but zero bylines, as did 
“Dy-No-Mite-Datsuns! ” 

60 YEARS AGO 

February 1956 (68 pages, 25<t): Dragging was stiU such a small sliver 
of the hobby that the conclusion of NHRAs first national event didn’t 
even rate a small cover blurb by the editor— a fellow named WaUy 
Parks. Inside, readers were treated to six pages of Dean Moon and 
Fester Nehamkin photos from PerryviUe, Arizona, where NHRA 
finalized class eliminations left undecided by September’s Kansas 
rainout during the season-ending Safety Safari meet. Another story 
was devoted to Calvin Rice, Arizona’s Top Eliminator and, conse- 
quently, NHRAs first national champion. This postrace article started 
an annual tradition of rewarding Nationals winners with car features 
in the following issue. > Dave Wallace 
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JANUARY 23-31, 2016 | SCOTTSDALE, AZ 



COLLECTIBLE CUSTOM COEATIONS 

BLIE Clir IBT III WBEELI FEITIBU II ICITTSDILE 




1955 CHEVROLET 210 CUSTOM 

Roadster Shop chassis, Squeeg’s Kustoms paint, aii-aiuminum 540ci 
Dart engine, Hughes 4L80E transmission, custom stainiess headers 
and exhaust, Hiiborn eiectronic fuei injection. 

No Reserve. 




1963 PONTiAC CATALiNA SUPER DUTY “SWiSS CHEESE” 

One of oniy 14 speciai race cars buiit by Pontiac. Unique “Swiss 
Cheese” Pontiac engineering frame. Aiuminum fenders, hood, core 
support, inner fenders and bumpers. Recentiy carefuiiy restored to 
“as-raced” condition with no expense spared. 




1957 CHEVROLET CUSTOM TRUCK “QUiKSiLVER” 

2014 Barrett-Jackson Cup winner. True ground-up custom buiid with 
fuii tube chassis, EFi 540 big biock with an estimated 650hp and many 
one-off biiiet components. Every body panei has been customized or 
handmade. Custom handmade ieather interior. 

No Reserve. 




1932 FORD “DOUBLE-DOWN” CUSTOM 
This aii-wheei-drive Boss 9 Ford-powered hot rod has a G-Force 
5-speed transmission, pushrod suspension and a hand-buiit, aii- 
aiuminum body. Buiit by Fuiier Hot Rods. 

No Reserve. 



Consign. Bid. Experience. Barrett-Jackson.com 






VELOCiTV 



Experience the Barrett-Jackson Auctions live exclusively on Discovery Channel, 

Velocity and around the world on Discovery Networks International. 

& 



ALL THE CARS, ALL THE TIME. Streamed live on Barrett-Jackson.com 




©Ryan Brutt 
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Automotive Archaeology 

1hitoclurgedV801dsletfireStashedAiiayfor40Yean 



This is a 1962 OldsmobUe Jetfire, one of 
3,765 produced, and, along with the Chev- 
rolet Corvair Monza, one of the first turbo- 
charged production passenger car ever made 
in the United States. 

The car was stHl sitting on its original bias- 
ply tires. A peek in the trunk revealed two 
gallons of Olds’ Turbo-Rocket water-meth- 
anol injection mix stiU stashed away. Inside, 
a nearly perfect silver and black bucket-seat 
interior. The car had only roUed a litde more 
than 44,000 miles — this thing was like new. 

Making the car even more rare was its fac- 
tory four-speed with the one-year-only con- 
sole and that turbocharger fluid-injection 
gauge, which was basically an early boost 
gauge. If you were cruising, the needle was 
in the green Economy zone; if you were hard 
on it, it would be in the red Power zone. 
Under the hood, the original 215ci V8 and 
turbo were perfectly preserved. 

> Ryan Brutt 



[You’ve probably never seen one, but for 1962 and 1963, Olds offered a 215hp, 215ci, turbocharged 
aluminum V8 with 10.25:1 compression. 



[Two snow tires and two extra jugs of Oldsmobile Turbo-Rocket fluid were found in the trunk along 
with the original spare. 



[Part number 585411, Oldsmobile’s Jetfire relied 
on a milky water-methanol injection fluid it 
called Turbo-Rocket fluid to tame detonation in 
the turbocharged 215ci V8. 
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You re in complete control with the power and precision of Wilwood. 
Unsurpassed engineering and testing so you can own the road. 




805.388.1188 COCJOCO/J -kjDOOc'.COm 

Designed, Tested, and Manufactured in the USA 





RODDIN’@ RANDOM 



lUcSHIIIl 

VIC 

EDEunoa 



Vic Edelbrock Jr. has seen it all in 
the world of hot rodding, racing, 
and the automotive aftermar- 
ket— and has been in the middle 
of most of it, too. The Edelbrock 
company is one of the pillars of 
hot rodding, having weathered 
numerous storms and dominated 
the performance aftermarket 
for more than 75 years. Vic also 
helped spearhead the Specialty 
Equipment Marketing Associa- 
tion (SEMA), the aftermarkets 
presiding overseer, as president 
from 1971-1975. 

When the government started 
regulating car emissions in the 
1970s, it looked like perfor- 
mance cars and the aftermarket 
were doomed. Vic saw the 
governments involvement as an 
opportunity to use these new 
restrictions as validation that 
performance could go hand-in- 
hand with better emissions and 
that it was a marketing gift in 
disguise. Things really took off 
from there. 

More recently, when the Great 
Recession rocked the world, 
Edelbrock really felt the down- 
turn. Today Edelbrock is healthy 
again, and as Vic likes to say, “Its 
the niches, we ve always looked 
for the niches. If we see there’s a 
niche for something out there, 
we go for it.” Edelbrock’s most 
recent niche forays may surprise 
you; the company has pushed 
ahead with Eaton-based roots 
supercharger kits for new cars 
and now sees its kits used by 
such aftermarket performance 
houses as Callaway and Lingen- 
felter. Edelbrock has even devel- 
oped a supercharger system for 
Lotus that will be sold in the U.S. 
next year. 

So to get the pulse of the per- 
formance aftermarket in 2016 



and beyond, with his unique 
perspective, HOT ROD sat 
down with Vic Edelbrock. 

> HOTROD.COM/Thom-Taylor 

HRM] How did you know at the 
age of 26 what Edelbrock should 
become? 

VE] My dad left me a very good base 
to start from. We had no debt, cash 
in the bank, and so if we made a little 
mistake, it wasn’t going to kill the 
company. [Dad] had a lot of friends, 
who were also my friends. And we 
had Bobby Meeks and Don Towle and 
they stayed with me-of course, my 
dad only had 10 employees when he 
died in 1962. They were all nervous- 
they thought I was going to take the 
bank account and go to Vegas and 
there would be no more money, but 
of course I didn’t want to do that. I 
just wanted to listen to what people 
needed and give it to them. I started 
going to the U.S. Nationals and went 
there 20 straight times-l needed to 
get out there and talk to the racers 
and our customers and see what they 
were doing and what they needed. 

We go on HOT ROD’S Power Tour-I’ve 
only missed one. You learn so much 
by going out and talking to the people 
and see what’s going on, and it’s a lot 
of fun. 

HRM] How are you involved in 
Edelbrock these days? 

VE] I’ve been doing this for 50 years, 
and I can help because there are a lot 
of things I know that I’ve seen and can 
bring to the table. Steve Whipple [vice 
president of sales and marketing at 
Edelbrock] and his crew and Wayne 
Murray in manufacturing and Rob 

[Having weathered the Great 
Recession, Vic Edelbrock Jr. has 
steered the company his father 
started to more efficient produc- 
tion and new markets like diesel. 
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Simons in R&D they’re doing a great 
job. But I have got to know that when 
I go on the road and talk with enthu- 
siasts, that our product does what it’s 
supposed to. 

HRM] Holley recently purchased 
MSD, Racepak, et al; is Edelbrock 
looking at doing something 
similar? 

VE]I can’t respond to that, but I 
think there will be more consolidation 
because of how things are now. We 
picked up a financial partner because 
of [the recession in] 2008. We’re in a 
better position now-it was building 
up in 2006 and 2007 and then we saw 
things that we didn’t like, and then 
2008 it went to hell. We went public 
in 1994 and then private in 2004, 
and when we did, we assumed some 
debt-we never had any debt before. 
We’ve rebounded, we’re back and 
we’re doing well, and we’ve built the 
company up to where it’s all under one 
roof. We’ve got the foundry, machine 
shop, and engineering all the way 
around, where somebody can come in 
and if they want private-label prod- 
ucts we can make it for them. We’ve 
got a tremendous name quality-wise 
and we’re keeping it that way-that’s 
the way my father started this com- 
pany. We’re proud that our stuff works. 

HRM] How has the aftermarket 
changed? 

VE] You know in the mid-1970s we 
didn’t fight the ARB [Air Resources 
Board], we invited it to come over 
and see who we were and what we 
were doing. That opened its eyes and 
really helped the whole aftermarket. 

It helped SEMA to help us make 
sure we had a market to sell in. The 
engines today, you don’t just change 
the intake manifold, cylinder heads, 
and camshaft, and when you add it 
all up, you get a pretty good number. 
Now you can take a dead-stock car, 
put our supercharger kit on, and you 
don’t change the exhaust system or 
anything else. Into the 2000s, the 
manufacturers in Detroit got smarter 
and had better stuff right from the 
git-go, so we had to have our engineers 
look at their stuff and we found we 
could still get a performance gain for 
the customer. We started supercharg- 
ing about six years ago, and it was a 
great move for us because it allowed 
us to make a system you put on the car 
completely stock and touch nothing 
else-no cutting, welding, orgrinding- 



and you gain 100 to 130 hp, and you’re 
emissions legal. 

HRM] Where’s the aftermarket 
going? 

VE] It’s the love affair of the automo- 
bile, remember that. We have it here in 
the USA more than any other country 
in the world. The car events that take 
place all over the country gives car 
guys and gals a reason to build a car 
in their garage, and it’s beautiful. I 
like to vintage-car race and I see and 
feel the excitement that it spreads. 

For this company, we have to look at 
what changes out there in front of 
us. We look at the OEs out of Detroit, 
at their performance cars, and then 
develop a product for that car. We 
have the ability to make something 
better that performs better, and so in 
25 years we’ll still be doing that. We 
won’t know what “that” is until we see 
it, but we have to wait for it to happen 
because we are taking something that 
is built by them and then modifying it, 
but that’s what we have been doing 
for over 75 years. 

HRM] So your development 
money is going to the new stuff, 
but you’re making the most from 
the small-block components. Why 
don’t you just make the old stuff 
and not put the energy and money 
into developing new-car stuff? 

VE] If you want to keep the company 
going uphill and keep up the sales, 
you’ve got to get into the new areas 
and new opportunities. That’s why 
we are going into the Jeep market and 
small import market and diesel mar- 
ket. There are no crystal balls that give 
you the exact picture of what’s going 
to happen. And some ask how can I 
just make something without knowing 
how many cars are out there and all of 
that? It’s just the seat-of-your-pants. 

HRM] Where’s the next genera- 
tion of hot rodders going to come 
from? 

VE] We have been working heav- 
ily with getting youth out of their 
computers and be more constructive 
with cars, and it’s starting to work. Jim 
Bingham, who does the [Hot Rod- 
ders of Tomorrow] Engine Challenge 
[HotRoddersOfTomorrow.com] told 
me they have 198 teams for their 
2016 Challenge. Last year they had 
92 teams. They do about nine stops 
a year throughout the country, and 
our Edelbrock Car Show event [in 



Torrance, California] in May is one of 
the stops. It brings the youth together. 
The Edelbrock Family Foundation will 
be announcing we’ll be putting a lot 
of money into his program. It’s a great 
organization and great kids. You have 
to build the youth, you’ve got to bring 
them into all of this as they are com- 
ing up the ladder. 

HRM] What’s new on the horizon 
for Edelbrock that gives us a clue 
about the aftermarket in general? 

VE] New markets for us are the 
Jeep, Subaru BRZ/Scion FR-S, and 
diesel. The supercharger allowed us 
to get into late-model cars, which we 
had never done before. We looked 
at the late-model stuff and several 
companies make superchargers, and 
we decided to sell [an Eaton-based] 
system. The new 2016 Z06 Corvette 
has a supercharger on it-l bought 
one, and I have one of our supercharg- 
ers on my 2015 Corvette, too, and it 
adds 130 hp. But because GM didn’t 
want to change the hood that much, 
they went with a smaller Eaton super- 
charger and we use the bigger one. 

We put ours down inside and they put 
theirs on top, and we can add 60 to 70 
hp by changing to one of our systems 
because we’ll have more pressure run- 
ning through the engine. Callaway has 
30 cars waiting for us to deliver this 
new supercharger system. We show 
the exact gain and torque our systems 
add because with our Corvette system 
we have 12 to 13 inches of runner 
length per cylinder, not just a common 
chamber, and that helps low-end 
torque, and we have a torque curve 
that’s unbelievable. We’re still going 
to make intake manifolds for LS3s, 
LS2s, and LSls, where you can run a 
carb if you want. We’ll have a new LS3 
intake manifold at the SEMA show 
that will have a really different look for 
the design and something you can put 
on with a camshaft and get good per- 
formance. The tooling was expensive, 
but I’m the type who looks at what 
we make and drive what we make, 
and it’s got to do what we say it will 
do. We are also doing a cylinder head 
for the [6.6L Duramax] diesel-this 
is the first time we’ve made product 
for a diesel. Guys race these, and the 
stock [aluminum] heads are thin, and 
there’s no metal where you need to 
change the ports, and they run 50 to 
60 psi of boost. We’re excited about it. 
We’ve done our prelim work and have 
the castings now-and we’ll see. 




Edelbrock 




VIEW 

FROM 

VIC’S 

DESK 

Edelbrock’s 
hottest market 
is still the 
person with the 
older car with 
a small-block 
Chevy. “The 
guy buying 
our heads, 
manifold, and 
carb— we still 
sell a lot of 
that,” Vic says. 
“There are a lot 
of people out 
there who can 
now afford to 
have a car like 
they [wanted] 
back when they 
were in high 
school.” 



Vintage Hot 
Podding 
“Look at the 
Fordflathead 
stuff we sell, we 
are selling three 
times as much 
of those parts 
as we did 10 
years ago. That 
shows you how 
many people 
want to go back 
to what they 
had, or want 
something 
that is period- 
correct.” 

Discontinued 

Parts 

Some are going 
for big money 
on eBay and 
Yellow Bullet, 
but would 
Edelbrock 
consider manu- 
facturing some 
of the more 
expensive col- 
lector intakes 
again? “Yes,” 
Vic says. “We 
would probably 
have to make 
a new pattern 
because the 
foundry isn’t 
set up to do the 
old wood pat- 
terns, but we 
have done that 
[before], where 
we redo a new 
pattern and 
run 50 or so.” 
Case in point: 
Edelbrock’s 
small-block 
Chevy Torker 
manifold that 
it made in the 
early 1970s has 
been upgraded 
over the years 
(known as the 
Torker ll), but 
some people 
wanted the 
original design. 
Edelbrock 
cleaned up the 
old pattern and 
now has the 
Torker in the 
catalog again. 
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HOT ROD Drag Week: The Only Place 




On Earth Where 3,600HP ProMods, 
Potholes, and Personal Triumph All 
Come Together 

[15 Eric Rood and HOT ROD Staff 1^ Wes Allison, Larry Chen, and the HOT ROD Staff 






> There’s nothing phony, made up, or arbitrary about HOT ROD’s 
Drag Week™. It’s real drama, real competition, real conflict, and real 
up-in-your-face speed and desperation every day— for five days. 
Take aU that reality TV nonsense— every stupid, made-up situation, 
dialogue, and challenge — and fling it at you flat screen. Drag Week™ 
is more than 300 street-legal cars fighting for dominance on 1,000 
miles of lumpy streets, for five days on different dragstrips, with all 
the havoc and unpredictability Mother Nature can bestow. And, yes, 
you’ve got to pay a few tolls along the way. 



PnsentingSponsor 



Co-Sponsor & Live-Stream 



GEAR VENDORS 
UNOER/OVERDRIVE 
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AVERAGE E.T. 



Carl Scott 



1967 Chevy Nova 



Eddie Miller 



1973 Plymouth Duster 



Steve Roth 



1967 Chevy Camaro 



1966 Chevy Nova 



Larry Larson 



1966 Chevy Nova 



Larry Larson 



1966 Chevy Nova 



Larry Larson 



Larry Larson 



1966 Chevy Nova 



Larry Larson 



1966 Chevy Nova 



Tom Bailey 



1969 Chevy Camaro 



Jeff Lutz 



1957 Chevy Bel Air 



Tom Bailey 



1969 Chevy Camaro 



PAST WINNERS 






















They say insanity is repeating the same behavior but expecting a 
different result— that’s exactly what Drag Week™ 2015 was: street and 
strip insanity. This year, the 1 1th time Drag Week™ has run, was the 
most brutal event for participants yet. Of the 301 cars that started 
the week, 57 fell out of competition — dozens more than in previous 
years, with even seasoned Drag Week™ veterans like Jeff Lutz, Glenn 
Hunter, and John Wieschmann killing their cars early on. Drag 
Week™ ain’t easy, but it’s still a lot of fun. 

THE DRAG WEEK 300 

The Drag Week™ drill goes something like this: HOT ROD limits 
the participants to around 300 cars, so competitors have, at most, 
a 30-minute window to sign up at HOTROD.com before the field 



is fuU. Then they’ve got a few months to prepare their cars for the 
unique combo of not only making it dragstrip -bulletproof but also 
1,000-street-miles capable. 

On the Sunday before the event, HOT ROD techs all of the cars 
into one of 17 Drag Week™ classes and holds a test ’n tune. On 
Monday, Day 1, competitors drive to that track, make last-minute 
adjustments, get in line, and see how their car flies down the strip — 
or doesn’t. 

Competitors then hand in their best e.t. slip of the day and pack up 
whatever fits in their Drag Week™ car or trailer they’re towing — no 
support vehicles allowed— and head out onto America’s backroads 
to the next dragstrip, some 200 to 300 miles away. This pattern is 
repeated for five days, and the winner in each class is the car with 
the quickest average e.t.— who made Drag Week’s entire 1,000-mile 
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road trip. There are checkpoints that are required for participants to 
photograph with their cars as verification they followed the predeter- 
mined Drag Week™ road-trip route. All of them become impromptu 
car shows that filled up with locals to the extent that they became 
scenes unto themselves. 

WHY DO THIS? 

The intensity and urgency of clicking off a good time with only a 
short amount of time to do it is the adrenaline-rush ritual that pulls 
racers together. You can’t bring a gang to help you tune or fix your 
car— you’ve got to bring with you the extra hands and tools you’ll 
need, except you don’t really know what you’ll need. 

Whether a Drag Week™ veteran or your first time just spectating, 



this year you witnessed the technology bar raised substantially. Tom 
Hogshead, who has participated in all 1 1 Drag Weeks with the same 
car— the only one to do that— says, “I come back to see new and dif- 
ferent tech; there’s lots of engineering to see, and then watch them 
try it out.” The Unlimited class tends to get the most attention, but 
the new Ultimate Iron class (basically. Unlimited cars with produc- 
tion steel bodies) seemed to rival the popularity of Unlimited. Bryant 
Goldstone’s bright- red Javelin and Joe Barry’s Drag Week™ veteran 
Bel Air filled the pits and grandstands with each appearance. 

There were the usual shenanigans and accident or two, frayed 
nerves and flogging, but the 2015 HOT ROD Drag Week™ proved 
once again that you can design, create, and build the most radical 
street car in the world, but it takes Drag Week™ to make that dream 
a reality. 
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DRAGWEEK2015 



STREET MACHINE ELIMINATOR 



JEREMY WILSON 1966 CHEVROLET NOVA 



While the winners of Drag 
Weeks other 17 classes are 
determined by average e.t. for 
the week, the Street Machine 
Eliminator (formerly known as 
Daily Driver) takes a different 
approach to the class. There 
are no limitations on prepara- 
tion for the car, but no car in 
the class can turn in a timeslip 
quicker than 10.00 seconds. The 
top 32 average e.t’s in the class 
get put into a bracket race using 
Sportsman-style ladder (best 
e.t. faces 17th best, second-best 
faces 18th, and so on) and com- 
petitors can’t run more than 0.10 
second faster than their weekly 
average (called the dial-in). 

The first car of a pair through 
the finish line without running 
faster than his or her dial-in 
moves on to the next round of 
the ladder. 

When the Street Machine 
Eliminator ladder was finished. 



Jeremy Wdson — who qualified 
for the bracket 13th— emerged 
victorious in his Chevy Nova 
over David Burkes Pontiac 
LeMans. Both drivers faced a 
tough path just to get through 
the bracket, and for Burke, it 
came down to a last-minute 
chance to qualify at aU with 
his final pass of the week, just 
bumping into the 27th spot with 
an 11. 473 -second pass. 

Wilson’s biggest challenge 
came from Ken Passerby in the 
semifinals in an aU-Nova pair- 
ing. Both drivers nailed the tree 
with insane 0.037-second reac- 
tion times, and Wilson’s front 
bumper just barely broke the 
finish-line beam 0.001 second 
before Passerby’s. Wilson fol- 
lowed that up with relatively 
easy (because everything is 
easy compared to winning by 
one one-thousandth) defeat of 
Burke. 



STREET MACHINE 
ELIMINATOR WINNERS 



NAME 



CAR 



AVERAGE E.T. 



Jeremy Wilson 



1966 Chevrolet Nova 



1979 Pontiac LeMans 



10.274 



WHAT ARE THE CLASSES? 



UnUmited: NHRA safety rules 
apply: all else is fair game. 

Ultimate Iron: A new class 
for 2015 that is very similar to 
the Unlimited class, but for 
American cars from 1938-1977. 
They must be all steel and 
weigh more than 3,000 
pounds. 

Pro Street: Back-half cars 
with wide tires (IfA inch or 
more) and stock front fram- 
erails. 

Modified: Non-stock-concept 
rear suspension with narrow 
tires (smaller than IfA inch 
or 325 millimeters) and stock 
front framerails. 

Super Street: Stock-concept, 
bolt-on-style rear suspension 
with narrow tires (smaller than 
IfA inch or 325 millimeters) 
and stock front framerails. 

Street Race: Stock suspen- 
sion and frame with narrow 
tires (smaller than IfA inch or 



325 millimeters) with essen- 
tially bolt-on modifications 
only. May not run quicker than 
8.50-second e.t.’s. 

Gasser: American cars 
1928-1968 with period-correct 
gasser style, as approved by 
Drag Week™ officials. Two 
classes with Gasser A allowing 
superchargers and Gasser B 
limiting displacement with no 
power-adders. 

Hot Rod: Limited to 
1928-1948 American cars with 
pre-1968 engine family. All 
naturally aspirated with no EFi 
and no gasser-style cars. 

Street Machine Eliminator: 

No limitations on cars them- 
selves, but cars can only turn 
in timeslips of 10.00 seconds 
or more and also no faster 
than their safety-approved e.t. 
Top 32 average e.t.’s for the 
week compete in a bracket 
race Friday night to settle the 
class title. 



*New for 2015: All cars must run race tires on the track. 




[They might not get the attention of the more extreme classes, but with ax-sharp tree skills and an ability to play the stripe like a Carnegie musician, 
some of the best drivers at Drag Week™ are in the Street Machine Eliminator class. 



30 HOTROD.COM/2016/FEBRUARY/ 







HOT ROD // WINNING AVERAGE: 10.274 SECONDS AT 133.5 MPH 





but what’s really interesting is that he’s owned the truck since 1969 and 
has entered the blue beauty in all kinds of racing, from road courses and 
autocrosses to open-road rallies and land-speed-record runs. 





HOT ROD WINNERS 




NAME 1 


CAR 1 


1 AVERAGE E.T. 


Thomas Ciancitto ! 


1937 Ford Pickup 


10.274 




Tim Hall 


1947 international KB-1 


10.286 1 




1 Keith Harrison ! 


1 1934 Ford Sedan | 


10.996 I 



Drag Week™ newcomer Thomas 
Ciancittos blue 1937 Ford Pick- 
up presented a serious challenge 
to two-time class champion 
Tim Hall’s 1947 International 
KB-1 truck, and the two trucks 
dropped the class average from 
2014’s 1 1 -second runs way 
down to low- 10s. Hall and Cian- 
citto sparred over thousandths 
of a second aU week, and 
while HaU led through most of 
Thursday, Ciancitto’s late-day 
10.090-second run vaulted him 
to First by just 0.007 second 
headed to the final day. A final 
timeslip of 10.296 seconds 
sealed the win for Ciancitto. 

HaU ended his week with an 
average e.t. just 0.01 14 second 
behind, making Hot Rod the 
closest racing of Drag Week™ 
this year. We hope to see this 
duo bathing again next year, and 
if that’s the case, Keith Harrison 
and his 1934 Ford Coupe might 
have a part of that conversa- 



tion, too. Harrison finished his 
build only a week or so before 
racing began, and he gradu- 
aUy knocked his time down aU 
week to a 10.860-second run 
Friday, foUowed by runs into the 
10.5-second range during Sat- 
urday’s HOT ROD Heads-Up 
Shootout before literaUy blowing 
one of his own doors off during 
a pass (see page 32). Harrison 
finished Third in Hot Rod, but 
could make things interesting 
come 2016. 




[In 2014 we were amazed to learn that Tim Hall’s International began 
life as a rusty shell in a field just months before the race. This year he and 
his father upped performance by more than a second. How will the Halls 
surprise us in 2016? 



[After years of 
fussing and fighting 
with a Gasser 1955 
Chevy, Keith Har- 
rison finally pulled 
the driveline and 
stuffed it in a street 
rod, where it hand- 
ily took him to a 
Third Place finish. 
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BUILT IN 
9 MONTHS 



Cut Keith Harrison some slack 
for not knowing his 1934 Ford 
might toss a door on the 
dragstrip-he’s only owned 
the car for 10 months. The 
last nine of those were spent 
preppingthe car for Drag 
Week™. The car is powered 
bythesame700hp,500ci 
big-block Chevy that Harrison 
raced in his 1955 gasser for 
the last three years at Drag 
Week™. Power passes through 
a TH400 backed with a Gear 
Vendors overdrive to a Ford 
9-inch with 4.11 gears-and 
only has 2,500 pounds to 
push down the track. 









s '^"*1 1 ■ 
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If you’ve ever heard the term “suicide doors,” it’s slang for front- 
opening doors— most notably used in 1933-1934 Fords. Owners 
of these cars know to double-check that the doors are latched, or 
the force of the door popping open swings it out like a switchblade 
and grenades the hinges and the rear fender. It’s a major bodywork 
repair. Drag Week™ veteran Keith Harrison learned that the hard way 
at about half-track at Gateway Motorsports Park at the 2015 HOT 
ROD Heads-Up Shootout when his passenger-side door flew open 
on an 11.3 17-second pass. 

“I’m going to duct-tape it up and keep going,” Harrison said. “I just 



wanted to keep my Drag Week™ hat.” It blew out the door, but he got 
it back. He says next year he’s coming with longer latch pins. 

Harrison had been experiencing a fair amount of frame twist — 
a sure bet that with a twisting frame and body a door could pop 
open, and it did on his Second-gear shift. “Actually, I think it’s 
kinda funny,” he said. “The main thing is I won that round, so I’m 
going to keep running— I’m here to race.” We know for a fact that 
he’ll be here next year, as he’s as addicted a Drag Week™ veteran 
as we have met. Good luck, Keith, and well be looking for you at 
Drag Week™ 2016. 
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Restoring American History 




"Hello, I just wanted to give praise to your company and the 
great job you do. In a world that seems to lack in customer 
service, as well as a complete business plan, your company 
is head and shoulders above the rest. Being a long time car 
restorer, tech advisor and a shop supervisor, it is a pleasure to 
deal with a company of your quality. Through the years I have 
tried other companies but your company is the best... Once 
again thanks for providing a great service to the car hobby." 

Brent B. - Iowa 



Make your dream happen. 

• 4 LOCATIONS NATIONWIDE • HUGE IN-STOCK INVENTORIES 
• 24/7 PHONE SUPPORT • LOW SHIPPING RATES 












65-73 MUSTANG 




79-93 MUSTANG 
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I, ^ 



47-98 CHEVROLET 
C/K- 1/2 TON TRUCK 

Follow Us On 












66-96 FORD BRONCO 




67-81 FIREBIRD /TRANS AM 










67-81 CAMARO 



64-87 CHEVELLE 
MALIBU/ EL CAMINO 







Parts Catalogs Call 24/7 

800 - 874-7595 




OQOO© Restoration/Performance Parts & Accessories 

VISIT US AT WWW.NATIONALPARTSDEPOT.COM 



55-57 THUNDERBIRD 



COMING SOON 
^t^MUSTANG 
^rll^pUGAR 
^TALOGS 



4 LOCATIONS 
WALK IN HOURS 
Mon.-Fri. 8am-7pm 
Sat.-Sun. 9am-5pm 



FLORIDA DEPOT 
800 - 874-7595 

900 SW38thAve 
Ocala, FL 34474 



MICHIGAN DEPOT 
800 - 521-6104 



N CAROLINA DEPOT 
800 - 368-6451 

7000 MacFarlane Blvd 
Charlotte, NC 28262 



CALIFORNIA DEPOT 
800 - 235-3445 

1376 Walter St #1 
Ventura, CA 93003 



2435 S Haggerty Rd 
Canton, Ml 48188 

Copyright © 201 6 by National Parts Depot, All Rights Reserved 





DRAGWEEK2015 



GASSER A // WINNING AVERAGE: 10.629 SECONDS AT 125.044 MPH 



JIM FORBES 1962 CHEVROLET CHEVY II 



Gassers remain some of the most 
extreme-looking cars on Drag 
Week™. Whereas past years had 
seen the gassers all run together 
in one class, this year we split 
them up into Gasser A, which 
includes power-adders and some 
other subtleties, and Gasser B for 
naturally aspirated cars. 

Dennis Taylors primered-out 
Ford Ranchero won the Gas- 
ser class last year and this year 
it returned with Noel Brigance 
behind the wheel. However, the 
Ranchero failed to turn up for 
Wednesdays racing at Great 
Lakes and the lead instead went 
to Jim Forbes’ Chevy II. 

Forbes was running a sealed 
hood as part of a new non-class 
trophy for the fastest car with 
an official seal on the hood. 



He would finish the race and 
win the Gasser A class with- 
out breaking the sealed-hood 
rules, although it’s possible he 
stretched them a bit. Forbes 
had to replace his supercharger 
belt twice during the week, 
but because the equipment 
protrudes through a hole in the 
hood, he was able to do all the 
work without cracking open 
the seal. 

Jay Grabiak’s Chevy 210 made 
10-second passes all week just 
as Forbes did, and Grabiak’s 
10.84-second average put him 
Second in class at the week’s 
end, just 0.22 second behind 
Forbes. Paul Nichols was the 
third car to finish in the four-car 
class, landing his Chevy Nomad 
a trophy. 



GASSER A WINNERS 




NAME 


CAR 


AVERAGE E.T. 


1] 


Jim Forbes | 


1962 Chevrolet Chevy II 1 


[ 10.629 


2] 


JayGrabiak 


1955 Chevrolet 


10.841 


1 


1 Paul Nichols 


1955 Chevrolet Nomad | 


1 13.671 I 




01] Jim Forbes might be the only guy on Drag Week^M whose box of spares 
included a set of points. His 1962 Chevy II wouldn’t startle a time traveler 
from the past, as it’s built almost entirely of period-correct or handmade 
speed parts, “i love old technology, and I want folks to see that it still 
works just fine,” Forbes says. “And i’m cheap.” 

02] Jay Grabiak’s lettered-up 1955 packs a 427ci Dart small-block Chevy 
with Brodix heads and a Howards roller cam. 

03] Paul Nichols has perfected the art of living on the road, as his 1955 
Nomad has plenty of room to sleep in the back. 



GASSER B // WINNING AVERAGE: 9.520 SECONDS AT 138.68 MPH 




Ironically, ffie naturally aspirated 
Gasser B winners were more 
than a second quicker than the 
winner in Gasser A. Daniel 
Chisholm and Ken Stasiak’s 
lace-painted, wheelstanding 
Chevy 210 blew the doors off 
the competition with a 9.5134- 
second average for the week. 

Mike Cox, the only person to 



run in the Gasser classes every 
year since it started in 201 1, 
returned with his Kaiser Henry 
J. His 9.9684-second average was 
virtually identical to what he 
ran last year to finish in Second 
Place for the second consecutive 
year. Brian Gebhart’s “Barnyard 
Viper” Dodge DlOO pickup truck 
rounded out the Gasser prizes. 



GASSER B WINNERS 


HuilL NAME 


CAR 


\m^ AVERAGE E.T. 


1 1] 1 Chisholm/Stasiak 


1955 Chevrolet 210 


9.520 I 


2] Mike Cox 


1951 Kaiser Henry J 


. 9.968 


|3] 1 Brian Gebhart 


1 1965 Dodge DlOO 


1 



01] Like an old-school racing team, Dan Chisholm and Ken Stasiak share 
ownership and driving responsibilities of their 540ci Chevy-powered 210. 

02] Mike Cox’s weathered Henry J made a great visual counterpoint to the 
Chisholm and Stasiak car. Cox says the paint was done by Mother Nature. 

03] Brian Gebhart slipped a 440 Source stroker in front of a 727 and 
yanked a Hurst Lighting Rod shifter to a Third Place finish. 
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DRIVEIT. 

RACEIT. 

UVEIT. 



GET IT. M€n¥. 



THE WORLD’S PREMIER DESTINATION FOR AUTOMOTIVE VIDEO CONTENT-MOTORSPORT, 
ORIGINAL SERIES, MOVIES, DOCUMENTARIES-AT YOUR FINGERTIPS. 





DRAGWEEK2015 



STREET RACE SMALL-BLOCK N.A. //WINNING AVG: 9.607 SEC. AT 140.41 MPH 





DANNY ROBERTS 1980 CHEVROLET MALIBU 



STREET RACE SMALL-BLOCK 
NATURALLY ASPIRATED 





NAME 


CAR 


AVERAGE E.T. I 


11 


Danny Roberts 


1980 Chevrolet Malibu 


9.607 1 


2] 


Jason Tabscott 


1975 Chevrolet Camaro 


9.623 



1 3] iPaulCornman 1 1971 Dodge Demon [9.802 j 



Entering the 2015 running of 
HOT ROD Drag Week™, only 
nine passes in this class had 
ever been made faster than 10 
seconds. In 2015, six drivers 
averaged better than that, and 
five of those drivers clocked 
an e.t. faster than the previous 
fastest in the class. Combine that 
with the least attrition of any 
of the big classes— 27 of the 3 1 
starters finished the week — and 
you have the recipe for not only 
more close racing this year but 
for years to come. 

Danny Roberts led the class 
from Day 1 in his metaUic- 
green 1980 Chevy Malibu, 
but newcomer Jason Tabscott 
chased Roberts all week with 
his white 1975 Chevy Camaro. 
The final margin of victory was 
a mere 0.015 second, and start- 
ing Tuesday, both drivers made 
laps knowing that knocking off 
a hundredth or even a couple 
thousandths of a second might 
pay dividends at the weeks end. 

Tabscotts Camaro aimed for 
the moon, with high-strung 
engine revs and front wheels 
skyward every launch. Unfor- 
tunately, Tabscott had his truck, 
trailer, and Camaro stolen from a 
restaurant parking lot after Drag 
Week™. We hope to see every- 
thing recovered intact so we can 
be treated to a sequel of the fight 
for First in class next year. 

Kevin Payne started the 
week running Third in class 



[Roberts’ Malibu has been in the family since his mother bought the car new, before Roberts was even born, it 
probably didn’t have a 427ci stroked small-block in it back then, though. 



with his 1988 Ford Mustang, 
but the ponycar lost pace and 
the final podium spot as the 
week progressed. Defending 
class champion Paul Cornman 
barely nabbed Third on Friday 
by 0.0228 second in his 1971 
Dodge Demon. Cornmans 
9.8028-second average was a 
full 0.15 second faster than his 
winning average this year, yet he 
was stiU nearly 0.2 second short 
of the class winner. 

In case its not yet clear how 
close this class was, the total 
spread from Third to Sixth Place 
in Super Street SmaU-Block 
Naturally Aspirated was exactly 
0.1 second. 



[Keep an eye 
out for any- 
one selling a 
RFD-headed, 
427ci Chevy 
small-block in 
the St. Louis 
area. We’d 
like to see 
Tabscott get 
his stolen car 
back. 




[PaulCornman’s 
428ci Mopar has 
enough custom 
machine work 
that he threat- 
ened to kill us 
rather than reveal 
his secrets. We do 
know that it’s a 
Mopar Perfor- 
mance R3 block, 
with indy heads, a 
solid-roller Bullet 
cam, and a K1 
Technologies ro- 
tating assembly. 
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From Hnbnd to Drag Week with Imre 



Having driven on the Ntirburgring, Le Mans, Hockenheim, and 
more than 200 mph in the standing mUe, Kimmo Nevalainen from 
Helsinki, Finland, knows the real action and fun is at Drag Week™. 
Watching Drag Week™ 2014 from his home in Helsinki, he decided 
if he could get into Drag Week™ 2015, he would be there — and he 
was. He registered his 1965 Corvette in the Street Race Small Block 
Naturally Aspirated class. But a lot has happened to get there, and 
stay in the Drag Week™ hunt. 

First, he tested his Corvette back home, blowing up the engine in 
the process. So he stuffed a fresh 427ci smaU-block into it before ship- 
ping the car off for a three-week pond-cross to Baltimore, Maryland. 

It uses a Gaerte aluminum block, 235 AFR heads, Edelbrock EFI, 
and an intake manifold of Kimmos own design. A Comp Cams 
LS-firing-order cam allows for LS firing order, and its also been 
converted to use eight ignition coHs and a crank trigger, so now the 
distributor is only spinning the oH pump. The trans is a Tremec T56 
six-speed with a McCloud dual-disc clutch. Kimmo runs Six 5 Racing 
in Helsinki, so buHding the Corvette is definitely in his wheelhouse. 

There was no time to check out the install, so it was finger-crossing 
time. Then, just to add another layer to the whole Drag Week™ expe- 
rience, he got married, so Drag Week™ functioned as his honeymoon. 

Flying into Baltimore, Maryland, he and his bride drove to Gate- 
way Motorsports Park in St. Louis for Day 1, with things going 
wrong almost immediately. On his first pass, he exploded the driver- 



side axle yoke and U-joint. Blowing it apart at Gateway, a local shop 
had new axles and U-joints for Kimmo, and just to be on the safe 
side, he bought some extra U-joints, then spent the night putting it 
aU back together. 

On a test run at Gateway the next morning, he blew the passenger- 
side U-joint. After making that repair, it was off to Indy, but not 
before confronting a deer. Swerving to miss it, he ran into a ditch 
and bent the right-front control arm. Limping into Indy, he found 
a Good Samaritan who beat it back into shape and welded it up for 
Kimmo. At Indy he ran a 1 1.33 e.t. at 123.22 mph. On the way to 
Day 3 s destination in Union Grove, Wisconsin, the right-front wheel 
bearings went south. Again limping, this time to Union Grove, he 
found new bearings but did a number on the cambered-out front 
tires, grinding them down to the metal threads. With a used set 
of front tires, he was back on the road and made it all of the way 
through Drag Week™. He bounced between high- 10-second and 
low- 1 1 -second times the rest of the week. 

But there was logistics drama, too. Kimmo missed two different 
hotel reservations due to booking mistakes. One night, a fellow Drag 
Week™ participant let Kimmo and new bride use one of the beds in 
his room. Says Kimmo, “So much has gone wrong, and I don’t even 
remember them aU.” Asked if he would come back to Drag Week™, 
he said, “Yes, I’m buHding a 1931 Lord coupe for my wife that we 
want to bring back next year.” So wrong, yet so right. 



SEE THIS CAR IN BOWLING GREEN 



Kimmo Nevalainen wasn’t done seeing the USA in his Chevrolet after Drag Week™ 2015. From Gateway, he made his way to Los Angeles for the Optima 
Ultimate Street Car invitational, then it was on to the Texas Mile. From there, he’s been invited to display his car through the winter at the National Corvette 
Museum in Bowling Green, Kentucky, where it will be proudly displayed with its trailer and Drag Week™ signage. Be sure to check it out! 
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DRAGWEEK2015 



STREET RACE SMALL-BLOCK POWER ADDER // WINNING AVG: 8.608 SEC. AT 158.34 MPH 



CHRIS BISHIR 1982 CHEVROLET S-10 



The Street Race Small-Block 
Power Adder class was right up 
against the 8.5-second minimum 
e.t. for all Street Race classes. On 
Monday, three drivers parked 
their times close to that mark 
with just 0.09 second separating 
the top four of Kyle Bemount, 
Chris Bishir, James Barley, and 
Rick Anderson. However, the 
Mustangs of Barley and An- 



derson faded to get past the 
second day of racing and a bad 
Tuesday time of 10.000 seconds 
for Bemount — which ultimately 
put him in Fourth Place for the 
week — left Bishir wide open 
for the win with a staggering 
8.574- second average e.t. 

Bemount and Bishir met again 
on Saturday for the HOT ROD 
Heads-Up Shootout final, where 



Bishirs 1982 LS-powered Chevy 
S-10 again topped Bemounfs 
turbocharged LS fourth-gener- 
ation Pontiac Firebird, though 
their e.t’s were close aU week and 
through the Shootout ladder. If 
you smell a rivalry cooking, so 
do we. 

John Dodsons blue 1980 
Malibu went quicker every day 
of the week, climbing from 



Sixth Place Monday to scoot 
barely past Ralph Hoke for Sec- 
ond Place Friday by 0.0428 sec- 
ond. Hoke had never finished 
better than 12th in class, but he 
knocked more than a second off 
his average e.t. from previous 
years. At the front of this class 
next year, expect to see at least 
two or three cars chasing thou- 
sandths of a second. 



[If you’ve ever wondered how quick a stock- 
bottom-end LS engine can go, look no further 
than the junkyard 5.3L in Bishir’s pickup. 

With ported heads, a Comp Cams 
hydraulic-roller, and twin 66mm 
BorgWarner turbos (no intercooler 
or methanol), Bisher’s truck 
has laid down 8.19 at 168 mph. 

Mid-8s during Drag Week™ were 
enough to win him the class. 






STREET RACE SMALL-BLOCK 
POWER ADDER WINNERS 



2] John Dodson 1980 Chevrolet Malibu 8.770 





NAME 


[ CAR 


AVERAGE E.T. 


1] 


Chris Bishir 


1 1982 Chevrolet S-10 


8.608 



[3] I Ralph Hoke 1 1968 Chevrolet Nova [8.812 




[Above: John Dodson is another one of those bad influences who finishes 
a car three days before Drag Week™ and then manages to not only make it 
through the week but take home Second Place. We swear it’s not that easy. 



[Left: On the other side of the brand-new-build coin is Ralph Hoke, who 
has been tinkering with his 1968 Nova for the past 16 years. It’s been 
through a nitrous phase, been supercharged, and is now running a twin- 
turbo setup tuned by Mike Roy. 
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STEET RACE BIG-BLOCK N.A. //WINNING AVERAGE: 8.976 SECONDS AT 152.22 MPH 





CURT JOHNSON 1991 FORD MUSTANG 



tive wins. His red 1968 Mercury 
Cougar has some ground to 
cover to catch Johnson for next 
year, but the speed creep of the 
naturally aspirated classes could 
mean that Johnson might have 
someone to worry about next 
year in MHer. 

Brian and Dianne Jensen 
shipped their white 1977 
Holden Torana from Australia 
to compete in his first Drag 
Week™, and the Aussie banged 
out a 9.7044-second average to 
finish Third in the class. Jensens 
Torana looked composed on 
every run and, like Miller, a 
sub- 10-second average for a 
newcomer in the class comes as 
a harbinger of speed to come for 
the NA cars. Unfortunately for 
Jensen, the Torana overheated 
on the first day of road driving. 
To combat this, Jensen and his 
crew strapped the hood to the 
roof, only to have the bonnet 
flutter away forever into the 
Interstate 70 median somewhere 
near Terra Haute, Indiana. 

While two newcomers made 
the podium, its worth mention- 
ing that Tom Hogshead and his 
trusty blue 1977 Chevy Nova 
ran their 1 1th 
Drag Week™ 
together, fin- 
ishing Fifth in 
the class with a 
10.4106 aver- 
age. That Nova 
is the only car 
to show up 
every single 
year, and while 
it did not fin- 
ish in 2005, 
dexstroker Hogshead and 

crank. his Nova have 

completed 

every single one of the last 10, 
which is an unparalleled finish- 
ing record. 

[Another big-block Dart Chevy in 
the Jensens’ Aussie muscle ma- 
chine. Brian Jensen built the 582ci 
mill in his shed and backed it with 
a two-speed Powerglide greatly 
improving the quarter-mile times 
over a stock Torana’s 18-second 
advertised performance. 



[Redemp- 
tion for 
the Ford 
fans! Scott 
Miller’s Cou- 
gar is pack- 
ing a 502ci 
Shelby big- 
block with 
Edelbrock 
heads, a 
Comp Cams 
roller cam, 



[Sorry, Ford fans, that clean, little Fox has a 509ci Dart-block Chevy under the hood. 



Only two drivers had ever won 
their classes five times at HOT 
ROD Drag Week™ before 2015, 
and this year saw Curt Johnson 
join the elite club that includes 
Larry Larson and Eddie Miller. 
Johnsons win in Street Race 
Big-Block Naturally Aspirated 
was his third consecutive, and 
the 15 timeslips he has turned in 
during those three wins are, no 
surprise, also the 15 fastest runs 
in the class. In short. Curt John- 
son is as close to a sure thing as 
you’ll find on Drag Week™. 

Johnson always turns up at 
the track before dawn to run 
down a huge preparation check- 
list before the gates even open. 
He is among the first few pairs 
down the track, usually throw- 
ing down a big number — he 
was chasing an aU-8-second 
week, but came up one day 
short — and hitting the highway 
before most competitors have 
even shown up. It’s becoming a 
popular strategy these days, but 
few exercised their competitive 
streak as fiercely as Johnson. 

Newcomer Scott Miller was 
second fastest for the week, and 
his average e.t. of 9.4896 was the 
fourth fastest ever in Street Race 
Big-Block Naturally Aspirated 
behind Johnson’s three consecu- 



STREET RACE BIG-BLOCK 
NATURALLY ASPIRATED 
WINNERS 



I NAME I CAR I AVERAGEET 

1] [ Curt Johnson [ 1991 Ford Mustang ] 8.976 



2] Scott Miller 1968 Mercury Cougar 9.489 



[3] I Brian Jensen 1 1977 Holden Torana 19.704 
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STREET RACE BIG-BLOCK POWER ADDER // WINNING AVG: 8.823 SECONDS AT 159.11 MPH 



DOUG FLYNN 1972 CHEVROLET NOVA 




The Big-Block Power Adder 
category saw a huge number of 
experienced competitors— in- 
cluding three different former 
class winners — mixing it up. 
When the dust setded, however, 
none of those previous winners 
finished even in the top three. 
Instead, it was Doug Flynns red 
1972 Chevy Nova, which he has 
owned since he was a teenager, 
coming out on top with an 
8.8236-second average e.t. 

Kyle Coys 1967 Camaro 
squeaked past Randy Belehar s 
wheelstanding 1968 Pontiac 
Firebird by just 0.0194 sec- 
ond for Second Place. Coys 
8.9718-second average put him 
less than 0.015 second behind 
Flynn, so its conceivable we U 
see him challenge for the class 
next year. Belehar had raced a 
different Pontiac in previous 
years, finishing with two Second 
Places and a Third Place. His 
Third Place run this year in a 
new car gives him four podiums 
in six years, but we figure he 
will be back again next year to 
search for that elusive first win. 



STREET RACE BIG-BLOCK 
POWER ADDER WINNERS 





NAME 


CAR 


AVERAGE E.T. 


1] 


Doug Flynn 


1972 Chevrolet Nova 


8.823 


:2]_ 


Kyle Coy 


1967 Chevrolet Camaro 


8.972 


1 


1 Randy Belehar | 


1 1968 Pontiac Firebird | 


1 8.991 1 







[Randy Belehar picked up the Firebird as a gutted bracket racer and made 
some changes to make it a heads-up radial machine. Within a month, he 
was winning races with a stroked 400 Kauffman-headed Pontiac. 



[Many of the competitors at Drag Week™ 
take advantage of each other’s expertise 
in the outside world. Kyle Coy’s 588ci- 
powered Camaro has a single-turbo setup 
built by Jeff Lutz. 




NO SHORTCUTS ON DRAG WEEK 



Officials excluded nine competitors before the final day of competi- 
tion after Drag Week™ staff found them cruising a four-lane highway 
shortcut from the specified route. It was a tough decision, but bypass- 
ing the mandatory route gives an unfair advantage. 
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DRAGWEEK2015 



SUPER STREET SMALL-BLOCK N.A. // WINNING AVG: 9.977 SECONDS AT 138.01 MPH 



JEFFSIAS 1990 FORD MUSTANG 



In 2013, Jeffrey Sias won the 
Street Race Small-Block Naturally 
Aspirated category with his 1990 
Ford Mustang. Sias sat out last 
year, but this year he moved up to 
the Super Street class and made 
it two-for-two with a convinc- 
ing victory in the category Like 
Vincent Rasch in the Big-Block 
category, Sias was the only car 
to log a single 9-second pass, 
let alone average better than 
10 seconds in the class with his 
9.9770-second average. 

Ray Meyers joined one of a 
handful of early risers aU week 
to run down the track in the first 
few minutes of racing. Friday 
found his 1968 Plymouth Barra- 
cuda first through the finish line 
in the days opening pass, making 
him the first driver, unofficially, to 
finish HOT ROD Drag Week™ in 
2015. His 10.2056-second average 
was good for Second in the class. 

Connie Heinselman took 
Third Place for the week in 
her unmistakable yellow 1969 
Camaro for the second consecu- 
tive year. Her husband, Randy, 
won Third in his Super Street Big- 
Block Naturally Aspirated class, 
giving the couple a matching 
pair of trophies to take back to 
Pflugervihe, Texas, for the second 
time in two years. 





SUPER STREET SMALL- 
BLOCK N.A. WINNERS 





NAME 


CAR 


AVERAGE E.T. 


1] 


Jeff Sias 


1990 Ford Mustang 


[9.977 


2] 


[Ray.Meyers 


1967 Plymouth Barracuda 


10.206 


3] 


Connie Heinselman 


1969 Chevrolet Camaro 


10.968 



01] Jeff Sias was in a new class for 2015, but with the “same 427ci small- 
block Ford.” He says the only major motor change was a bigger throttle- 
body/vacuum pump to the engine that was worth around 50 hp. 

02] There’s a souped 6.1L Hemi under the hood in Ray Meyer’s 1968 
Barracuda. 

03] Connie Heinselman’s sunny yellow F-body houses a Chevy 400 
currently packing 422 ci. 
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396 5S,Sa/ED FROM AFIOD 






Of the many new cars that 
came to Drag Week™ 2015, 
one ratty, bumperless heap 
quickly became a favorite of 
participants. Harry Haig, “Pyro” 
Jennings, and Brett Ford, a 
team of Australian drag racers, 
bought the 1969 Chevelle SS 
396 four-speed car for $1,500. 
They puUed it out of a field in 
Independence, Kansas, where 
it had been sitting for 20 years 
and got the car running on the 
old gas left in the tank, thanks 
to a Holley carb that was sitting 
around in a friend s trunk. They 
then blasted out the rodent 
droppings and headed for 
Gateway Motorsports Park, and 
the start of Drag Week™ 2015. 

The 396 ran, sort of The old 
carb needed to be swapped out, 
but the team wasn’t hoping to 
set any e.t. records — ^just fun 
records. On the first drive from 
Gateway Motorsports Park to 
Indianapolis Raceway Park, they 
had an unusual parts failure. 
They were just past the second 
checkpoint in Pana, Illinois, 
rounding a corner in the town at 
around 9 p.m., when the 10-bolt 
rearend made a bang that 
left the SS coasting. The team 
assumed the spider gears in the 
diffhad shown their way out of 
the carrier. However, after pull- 
ing the cover, Haig discovered 
that the bolts securing the ring 
gear to the carrier had backed 
out. One bolt had even punched 
through the inspection cover. 

No less than six Pana resi- 
dents turned up to offer help, 
including a family that brought 
a jack and jackstands, a local 
welder who offered his services 
to mend the battered inspection 



cover, and Darrell Thompson, 
who raided his garage to come 
up with a chrome cover and a 
couple of 10-bolt carriers so the 
team could grab the bolts. The 
plan was to try to find the cor- 
rect hardware, although when 
the first carrier’s bolts had a 
different thread, the Australians 
considered arc-welding the ring 
gear to the carrier. Thompson 
came through big time with 
another trip to his garage that 
netted the right fasteners that 
allowed the team to hit the 
road in time to lend a hand to 
Jeff Lutz’s Unlimited car before 
they eventually called it a night 
around 70 miles outside of 
Indianapolis. 



[Big-blocks, four-speeds, and 10-bolts don’t play well together. Why this 
farm-field-find SS396 Chevelle had a 10-bolt in it (instead of the 12-bolt it 
was born with) is anyone’s guess. 



10-BOLTVS. 12-BOLT 



The ring-gear diameter of a 10-bolt is 8.5 inches. The ring-gear diameter 
of a 12-bolt is 8.875 inches. 
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DRAGWEEK2015 



SUPER STREET SMALL-BLOCK POWER ADDER// WINNING AVG: 7.614 SEC. AT 182.97 MPH 



CAL HAYWARD 1990 FORD MUSTANG 

L A 



Cal Haywards pink 1991 Ford 
Mustang was fourth fastest of 
everybody on Drag Week™ with 
a 7.6148-second average for the 
week. 

Haywards consistency was 
astounding: The total spread 
from slowest to fastest run was 
just 0.072 second, though he 
was easy to miss if you weren’t 
around early in the day. Typi- 
cally, that kind of consistency 
comes from drivers who have 
run Drag Week™ many times to 
learn the hard lessons, but Hay- 



ward was running only his sec- 
ond Drag Week™, having retired 
from his first try in 2013 after 
just the first day of racing. 

Clay Forrester’s 1993 Mustang 
also logged a 7-second week 
with a 7.9622-second average 
e.t. to take Second in the class. 
Ford’s Fox-bodies locked out 
the podium in this class, with 
Kurt Borton’s sleeper Fairmont 
Futura going 8.4524 seconds 
aU week, which was also good 
for the 1 Ith-fastest average e.t. 
overall. 




SUPER STREET SMALL- 
BLOCK POWER ADDER 
WINNERS 





NAME 


CAR 


AVERAGE E.T. 


11 


[ Cal Hayward j 


1991 Ford Mustang 


7.614 


2] 


Clay Forrester 


1993 Ford Mustang 


7.966 


jL_n 


1 Kurt Borton i 


1 1982 Ford Fairmont | 


18.452 1 



01] What kind of man drives a Panther Pink Fox-body? The kind who can 
lay down consistent 7-second passes with a twin-turbo 427ci Ford. You 
can make fun of the color if you can catch him. 

02] Like many longtime racers, Clay Forrester has had several power 
combos in his 1993 Mustang before settling on the twin-turbo LS engine 
that helped him nab a Second Place in the class. 

03] Kurt Borton put together a 6.0L LS2 for his sleeper tan Fairmont. 

It’s a stock crank, Callies rods, Wiseco pistons, PRC heads, and two 
BorgWarner turbos. 



SUPER STREET BIG-BLOCK N.A. // WINNING AVERAGE: 9.980 SECONDS AT 138.24 MPH 



VINCE RASCH 1969 PONTIAC FIREBIRD 



A familiar face took home the 
prize in Super Street Big-Block 
Naturally Aspirated. Vincent 
Rasch has been to every HOT 
ROD Drag Week™, winning his 
class twice. His 1969 Pontiac 
Firebird ran without a hitch in 
2015. Rasch was the only driver 
in the class to go quicker than 
10 seconds. His 9.9808-second 
average repeated his win from 
last year, albeit more than 0.3 
second faster on average, and 
his 9.559-second pass was 0.001 
second faster than Tim Flanders’ 



quickest-ever e.t. in the class in 

2013. 

Behind Rasch, Mark Covey 
and Randy Heinselman rounded 
out the podium in Second and 
Third Place, respectively. Covey’s 
blue Buick GS averaged 10.3138, 
while Heinselman’s Plum Crazy 
AAR-replica Barracuda ran 
10.5854 for the week. If those 
names sound familiar together, 
that’s because those same three 
drivers made up the podium in 

2014, albeit with Covey finishing 
behind Heinselman last year. 



SUPER STREET BIG-BLOCK 
NATURALLY ASPIRATED 
WINNERS 





NAME 


CAR 


AVERAGE E.T. 


1] 


Vince Rasch 


1969 Pontiac Firebird 


9.980 


2] 


Mark Covey 


1970 Buick GS 


10.291 


[^i 1 


1 Randy Heinselman | 


1 1970 Plymouth Barracuda 


1 10.583 1 




01] A 535ci Kauffman Racing Equipment block with ported Edelbrock 
heads and a Comp Cams solid-roller cam quickly moved Vince Rasch’s 
1969 Firebird into the top spot. 

02] The Super Street Big-Block class winners stand out because each 
car claimed its place with an engine of the same make as the body. Mark 
Covey’s Buick GS boasts a bored 455 with TA Performance heads and a 
Crower solid-roller cam. 

03] Randy Heinselman can look forward to another year of domestic bliss 
as both he and wife Connie get to take home trophies. You’ll notice they 
race in different classes. The purple Plymouth is 440 Source stroker motor 
built out to 535 ci. 
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SUPER STREET BIG-BLOCK POWER ADDER// WINNING AVG: 7.760 SEC. AT 189.21 MPH 




GEORGE GALLIMORE 1970 MONTE CARLO 



[The sweet 
redemption of 
a First Place 
afteraDNF 
last year. 
Gallimore 
and tuner 
Jeff Fergu- 
son came 
back hard in 
the crowd- 
pleasing 
monster Monte 
^ cruising the 
555ci Brodix big 
block to 7-second 
victory. 



The Super Street Big-Block 
Power Adder category was rela- 
tively small with just six entries 
and only three who finished, but 
the top two in class put on a heU 
of a show with every pass. 

George GaUimores 1970 
Chevy Monte Carlo continued 
its assault on the fastest-ever e.t’s 
in the class with his 190-mph 
personal luxury coupe lighting 
up faces in the paddock and in 
the stands. Gallimore did not 
finish last year, but he made it 
aU the way through the week in 
2015 with a 7.7606-second aver- 
age e.t., good for Sixth overall 
in addition to his first class win. 
His car remains one of the most 
spectacular to watch after it 
breezes past the 300-foot mark, 
where it suddenly and violently 
accumulates tremendous speed. 
After cinching up the class 
win, Gallimore made one final 
attempt at 200 mph on Friday, 
but a wicked tank-slapper before 
the eighth-mile marker dashed 
that hope, so Gallimore setded 
for his First Place. 

Frank Saponaros teal Nova 
wagon offsets GaUimores 
second-half-of-the-track show 
nicely. The showpiece wagon 
finished just 0. 14 second behind 
GaUimore in the class for the 



SUPER STREET BIG-BLOCK 
POWER ADDER WINNERS 





NAME 


CAR 


AVERAGE E.T. 


1] 


George Gallimore 


1970 Monte Carlo 


7.760 


2] 


Frank Sapanaro 


1967 Chevrolet Nova Wagon 


7.901 


31 


Terry Keifer 


1967 Plymouth Barracuda 


M 



week, but the real show came at 
the starting line, where the Nova 
regularly lifted its front wheels. 
After logging his fifth 7-second 
pass for the week on Friday, 
Saponaro stood the Nova up at 
the start line for 150 feet, folding 



[Saponaro is 
known for building 
race cars that look 
like trailer queens, 
but turn out to be 
road warriors. His 
cars aren’t just for 
the track. In fact, 
the reason he built 
the wagon was be- 
cause it was easier 
to get his kids in 
and out of for 
school drop-offs 
than a two-door. 




its rear license 
plate neatly 
along the bum- 
per line and 
then showering 
sparks when 
the headers 
found terra 
firma again. 
Saponaros 
7.9016-second 
average e.t. put 
him Eighth 
overaU, and we 




sure hope to see the George and 
Frank Show again in 2016. 

Behind the two showboats, 
Terry Keifer quietly kept his 
1967 Plymouth Barracuda run- 
ning. The ’Cuda was the slowest 
car in the class, but surviving 
alone was enough for Keifer to 
take home hardware. 

[Terry Keifer’s Third Place finish 
proves you don’t have to be the 
fastest in the class if you have a 
package that can hold together. 
His stock rotating-assembly 440 
moved the little A-body to the 
winner’s circle. 



46 HOTROD.COM/2016/FEBRUARY/ 







01] Coming a dose second to Saponaro in the world of wagon wonder 
was Addie Ross, back in her 1963 Falcon wagon, now featuring woodgrain 
and nitrous. Ross went rounds in the Street Eliminator class with very 
consistent 10-second passes 

02] A car that put Drag Week™ announcer Brian Lohnes into fits of delight 
every time it pulled in the lanes was Don Foess in his 1985 Chevy Chevette. 
it’s a 555ci twin-turbo with two BorgWarners. A Powerglide and Dana 60 
put the horses down. 

03] A Ford Ranchero isn’t really a freaky car, but Michael Peevey and Ryan 
Jones’ 1973 Rancho looks like a junker and runs like stink, putting down 
10-flat passes despite Michael’s claims that he’s never drag raced before. 
He and Ryan are firemen and saw the Roadkill episode about Drag Week™ 
on a slow night in the station. The rest is woodgrain-stickered history. The 
4,150-pound Ranchero has a 572ci big-block Ford topped by a Dominator 
1,120-cf m carb and encouraged along with a 300hp shot of nitrous, “it’s 
never been washed except by the hand of God,’’ said Ryan, pointing at the 
Ford’s generous dusting of road grime. 

04] Robert Berry was a first-time Drag Weeker in 2014. He thought about 
bringing his late-model ZR1 Corvette, but realized, “that would’ve been 
the wrong car to take.’’ Instead he built up a $300 1945 Chevy pickup 
using a 12-valve 5.9L Cummins turbodiesel from a Dodge pickup. 
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DRAGWEEK2015 




JAY BROWN 1969 FORD MUSTANG 



[If there’s a better-looking 
engine to spot in a Mustang 
than a SOHC 427, we can’t 
think of it. Jay Brown’s 
585ci Ford has been offset 
machined for an increased 
bore spacing and runs a 
custom oil pan and 
dry sump. 



In the Modified Naturally Aspi- 
rated class, we expected to see 
a repeat win by the defending 
class champion, Bradley Dyer, 
but three-time class winner Jay 
Brown threw down the gauntlet 
Monday with his 427ci SOHC 
1969 Ford Mustang making the 
first-ever 8-second pass in the 
class. 

Dyer ran 8.966 seconds on 
Tuesday, his first-ever 8-second 
pass, but Brown still outpaced 
him. The competition ended 
Wednesday when Dyer s Nova 
came back to the pits on a 
flatbed truck after his morning 
pass. Since no outside help is 
allowed in moving a car. Dyer 
was finished. 

Dustin Gardner s bright-green 
1980 Ford Mustang ran confi- 
dently to a Second Place finish 
for the week, his 9.6788-second 
average ranking as the fifth fast- 
est in class history. Joshua Nor- 
ris’ red Chevy II ran consistently 
in the low- 10-second range to 
break up the Mustang party. 



MODIFIED N.A.// WINNING AVERAGE: 8.987 SECONDS AT 149.16 MPH 



MODIFIED N.A. WINNERS 




1 NAME 


1 CAR 


1 AVERAGE E.T. 


11 


I Jay Brown 


f 1969 Ford Mustang 


[ 8.987 


2] 


Dustin Gardner 


1980 Ford Mustang 


9.678 


Hi 


Joshua Norris 


f 1967 Chevrolet Chevy II 


[10.284 1 



[Josh Norris kept the class from going all Mustang with a 
clean, mini-tubbed, 434ci-powered Chevy II. 





[Dustin Gardner bought his car for $1 from his father-in-law. He has a bit 
more invested in it now. 



SEE IT ALL ON VIDEO! 



For 2015, Eastwood sponsored a live video feed from every day of 
on-track competition, and every hour of Drag Week™ 2015 racing is 
available for instant replay. Just go to YouTube.com and search “Drag 
Week™ 2015 Live” to relive it all. 
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Factory Five Racing 

Built, Not Bought 




For 20 years, the team at Factory Five has beeu manufacturing 
the world’s best selling build-it-yourself custom cars. Call 
508-291-3443 for ftee brochures and DVD or visit 
www.factoryfive.com. 






DRAGWEEK2015 



RECORD-BREAKING 






For decades, dragstrips around 
the country have relied on big 
names, fast cars, and furi- 
ous action to bring crowds of 
customers into their parking lots 
and through the ticket booths. 
By their very nature, most 
1,320-foot main events take 
place on weekends, with profes- 
sional drivers, and every single 
competition vehicle arrives at 
the track on the back of trader. 
Not so with HOT ROD Drag 
Week™. Nope, at Drag Week™ 



the audience and the drivers are 
both part of the big show, and 
the competition rods into town 
under their own power. The 
only trailers involved are the 
ones attached to the backs of the 
race cars. In 2015, the big names 
were Tom Badey, Jeff Lutz, and 
Bryant Goldstone. 

At the Great Lakes Dragaway 
in Union Grove, Wisconsin, we 
got to witness that connection 
firsthand. Even on a Wednesday 
morning at 8 a.m. the road com- 



ing into the track was as packed 
as the staging lanes. People were 
everywhere. Cars flooded the 
pit area, and there were half-a- 
dozen food trucks feeding racers 
and spectators alike. 

From the staging lanes, you 
could see the grandstands idling 
up— even the old seats down 
at the far end of the track that 
nobody ever sits in anymore. 

The incredible turnout proves 
that there’s stid an audience for 
the little guy doing big things. 






f JF wkw 










I grew up on this track when I was 16 years old, 
and I’ve never seen this many people in the stands.^’ 

- Wisconsin racer in the grandstands at 8 a.m. 




HOTROD.COM/2016/FEBRUARY/ 51 



DRAGWEEK2015 



MODIFIED POWER ADDER // WINNING AVG: 8.226 SEC. AT 174.62 MPH 



RICKPROSPERO 1990 MAZDA RX-7 




[Prospero’s Mazda looked surprisingly stock. Except for the chutes on 
the back and the exhaust exits in the nose. And the big-block Chevy pok- 
ing through the hood. And the green goblin paint job. Other than that, 
though, total sleeper. 




[Pete Johnson built his entire 
Mustang, from “K-frame to ’cage.” 
A GM Performance 6.0L and two 
Turbonetics turbos powered it 
down the track. 




[As quick as Shane’s “Crusty 
Nova” is on the track, nothing is 
more impressive than watching 
the street-tuned version make tire 
smoke from a roll with the trailer 
still attached. 



MODIFIED POWER ADDER 
WINNERS 



p 


NAME 


CAR 


AVERAGE E.T. 


orn 


Rick Prospero 


1990 Mazda RX-7 


8.226 1 


2] 


Peter Johnson 


1987 Ford Mustang 


8.564 


En 


Shane McClelland | 


1962 Chevrolet Nova | 


1 8.680 1 



Rick Prospero made a name 
for himself at HOT ROD Drag 
Week™ with his 7-second 1965 
Chevy Nova Wagon, which won 
its class three times. Prospero 
elected to try something new 
this year, transplanting the 
Novas twin-turbo powerplant 
into a bright-green second- 
generation Mazda RX-7. The 
new car didn’t quite knock out 
the same e.t’s as the Nova, but a 
week in the low-8-second range 
was sufficient to run away with 
the class. Prospero picked up his 
fourth win with an 8.2266-sec- 
ond average e.t. 

Peter Johnson made a hearty 
effort to chase Prospero with 
his 1987 Ford Mustang, and his 



8.5630-second average for the 
week planted him firmly in Sec- 
ond Place. 

Threes turned out to be wild 
this year for Shane McLelland 
and his “Crusty Nova.” McLel- 
land had piloted the 1962 Chevy 
Nova to Third Place finishes 
in the previous two years and 
managed to repeat the feat 
this year, though not without 
drama. McLelland and his crew 
struggled with myriad issues 
mid-week, but a blistering 
8.130-second pass Friday— the 
fastest e.t. of the week in the 
class — put Crusty clear of Greg 
Maytons 1987 Mercury Cougar, 
which fell off the pace on Thurs- 
day and Friday to finish Fourth. 



PRO STREET NATURALLY ASPIRATED // WINNING AVG: 9.416 SEC. AT 162.49 MPH 





JAMES “DOC” McENTlRE 1968 CHEVROLET CAMARO 



The naturally aspirated version 
of Pro Street saw one of the 
biggest runaway victories nearly 
turn sour for James “Doc” 
McEntire. McEntire’s 1968 
Camaro sports a unique engine 
good for 1,450 hp, and McEntire 
put that down en route to an 
8.375-second pass, the quickest 
ever for a naturally aspirated 
car at Drag Week™. His cushion 
headed to Day 4 was nearly 
2 seconds, but his first run at 
Cordova broke a transmission 
band. McEntire rebuilt the trans 
and made it back to Gateway, 



needing only a pass quicker 
than 17 seconds to seal the win. 
McEntire clinched his fourth 
Pro Street Naturally Aspirated 
win with an 1 1.907-second pass. 

Behind McEntire, Glenn 
Bridger’s own 1968 Camaro 
batded with Billy Gebharfs 1962 
Plymouth Valiant for Second in 
the class. The two ran virtually 
identical times on Thursday 
and Eriday— just 0.001 second 
off each other both days— but 
Bridger’s slightly better Wednes- 
day made it a Camaro 1-2 in the 
class by just 0.0296 second. 



[It’s not a Chrysler Hemi, nor a “hemi-headed” Chevy. The Todd Goodwin- 
designed, billet-aluminum, 674ci mill in McEntire’s Camaro is more usually 
seen in extreme boat and truck-pull applications, but we aren’t complain- 
ing to see it between the fenders of a super-quick Chevy. 



[There is a slightly more tradi- 
tional powerplant in Glen Bridger’s 
Camaro, a crate motor 454, all GM 
specs and performance. 



[Billy Gebharfs froggy-faced 
Plymouth makes big use of a 
small-block, with a 340 punched 
and stroked to 428 ci. 



PRO STREET NATURALLY 
ASPIRATED WINNERS 





NAME 


CAR 


AVERAGE E.T. 


1] 


James “Doc” McEntire 


1968 Chevrolet Camaro 


9.416 


2] 


Glen Bridger 


1968 Chevrolet Camaro 


10.516 


31 


Billy Gebhart 


1962 Plymouth Valiant 


10.527 



52 HOTROD.COM/2016/FEBRUARY/ 











SAWBLADE*CwM 

mmmmmmmmmmRW lean 



800.754.6920 



Whether you're street legal or tearing it up on the track, a well-constructed machine 
requires nothing less than precision craftsmanship. And when you start to build that 
dream ride, start with products from Sawblade.com. 

Our name says it all 

We carry a wide variety of circular, reciprocating, hole, and band saw blades along with 
a full range of fluid products to keep things running smoothly. We're confident you'll 
find our complete line of Trajan Saws a "cut above" comparable machines in both price 
and performance, and our blades, the perfect complement to these fine tools. 

Driving the saw blade industry 

As fast as we're lapping the competition, we're not putting on the brakes anytime soon 
though. With the friendliest customer service, industry knowledge, and unparalleled 
expertise in the business, along with free delivery on all orders over 150.00, our goal is 
to give your shop the inside track, and get you to the finish line smarter and faster. Visit 
us online or give us a call, and let's get started today. 



From circular to band saw blades, to portable and heavy-duty saws, and everything in between. 
Sawblade.com - our name says it all. 





The Goodwin semi-hemi-headed big-block has water jackets cut into the 
billet-aluminum block so it’ll live on the street. The compression ratio is a 
secret, as are any cam specs— other than it’s got a nine-journal, 70mm- 
diameter cam. The engine is reportedly capable of spinning to more than 
8,000 rpm. In McEntire’s car, it’s backed by a two-speed Powerglide. 



0TR0D.C 



l,450NP, 674d, HEM/OUMRO 






You know Drag Week™ is crazy- 
heres how crazy: Dr. James “Doc” 
McEntire took his Pro Street 
Naturally Aspirated 8-second 
1968 Camaro, installed a hemi- 
headed monster motor (that 
had never seen street duty), and 
brought it to Drag Week™ 2015 to 
see how it would stand up to the 
brutality 

McEntire, the Camaro, and co- 
driver Jeff McConnel are veterans 
of Drag Week™ — and kinda nuts. 
They installed the Todd Good- 
win-designed (Goodwin 
Competition.com) billet-alumi- 
num, 5-tnch-bore-spacmg, 674ci, 
semi-hemi-headed engine (its not 
based on a Chevy big-block or 
426 Hemi) intended for extreme 
offshore marine and truck-pull 
applications in the car just days 
before the event. 



FIRST PASS! 



McEntire had no passes on his 
Camaro with this engine until Drag 
Week’s Sunday Test ’n’ Tune, where 
their shakedown pass was a 10.16 
seconds at 164.37 mph! On Day 1 
of Drag Week™, they made a single 
pass of 8.730 seconds at 168.51 mph 
and then headed to Indianapolis 
Raceway Park, where he made his 
best pass: 8.375 at 169.3 mph. 



BIG-BORE BLOCK 



The only factory 5-inch-bore- 
spacing V8s we know of are 
Packard’s 352ci and Cadillac’s 
472-500ci engines. The 
larger bore space (big-block 
Chevys are 4.84-inch and 426 
Hemis are 4.80 inch) allows 
for larger cylinder bores. 











www.dynamat.com 



DRAGWEEK2015 



PRO STREET POWER ADDER // WINNING AVG: 7.857 SEC. AT 186.72 MPH 





TOM McGILTON 2013 CHEVROLET CAMARO ZL1 



Only five of the 12 Pro Street 
Power Adder entries managed 
to finish. Among the notable 
casualties for the week was three- 
time class winner Mike Roy, 
whose big red Chevy Monte 
Carlo failed to get past the first 
day of competition, but the big 
story for much of the week was 
likely Matthew Blasco, whose 
matte-black 1972 Dodge Dart led 
the very competitive class for the 
first three days in Blascos Drag 
Week™ debut. Blasco ran a pair 
of 7.7-second passes before the 
transmission called it quits on 
Day 4 at Cordova International 
Raceway. That dropped him 
from the lead permanently, but 
he mended the broken trans and 
returned to Gateway to complete 
his first official Drag Week™ with 
an average of 9.59 seconds. 

Tom McGilton picked up the 
class lead on the final day with 
his 2013 Chevy Camaro ZLl, 
a car that was driven directly 
to Larson Race Cars from the 
dealership lot. Five-time Drag 
Week™ champion Larry Larson 
turned the ZLl into a fire- 
breathing drag car with all the 
amenities of modern motoring. 
McGiltons ZLl won the class in 
its debut, and his 7.8570-second 
weekly average almost certainly 















[Tom McGilton’s ZLl graced the cover of HOT ROD in October 2015 and proved itself worthy of the attention by 
scoring a First Place finish in its first-ever race outing. 



made it the weeks — and likely 
the worlds — fastest car with air 
conditioning. 

Street Outlaws cast member 
Tina Pierce quietly drove her 
maroon Chevy Colorado to an 
8.7248-second average for the 
week to earn Second in class. 
Behind her. Third Place turned 
into a real batde with Jeff Schulze 
just sneaking his blue 1967 
Camaro past Stephen Fagans 
Chevy S- 10 Blazer on the final 
day by 0.0014 second. 



PRO STREET POWER 
ADDER WINNERS 





r NAME 


CAR 


p AVERAGE E.T. 


11 


Tom McGilton 


2013 Chevrolet Camaro ZLl 


17.857 


2] 


Tina Pierce 


2008 Chevrolet Colorado 


8.724 




Jeff Schulze | 


1 1967 Chevrolet Camaro | 


19.590 ! 



ws [Tina Pierce’s Brodix-headed LSX has a Callies crank and 
Diamond pistons. Also sparkling is the hand-bedazzled 
1 Bow Tie on the front of the grille. “I’m always having to 
replace the rhinestones,’’ she told us in between 8-second 
runs. She needs some speed-rated glue. 



[There’s a 383 stroker in Jeff Schulze’s Camaro, rounding 
out an all Chevy podium. 



56 HOTROD.COM/2016/FEBRUARY/ 







2015 RACE SCHEDULE 






JAN 18-19 Sonoma Raceway, CA 
MAR 21-22 Sonoma Raceway, CA 
JUNE 20-21 Buttonwillow, CA 
JULY 11-12 The Ridge, WA 
SEPT 12-13 Thunderhill, CA 
OCT 3-4 Miller Motorsports Park, LIT 
DEC 5-6 Sonoma Raceway, CA 

SOUTH 

FEB 7-8 Barber Motorsports Park, AL 
MAY 2-3 Carolina Motorsports Park, SC 
SEPT 19-20 Carolina Motorsports Park, SC 



MIDWEST 

APR 25-26 Gingerman Raceway, Ml 
JUNE 13-14 High Plains Raceway, CO 
JULY 25-26 Autobahn Country Club, IL 
OCT 10-11 Autobahn Country Club, IL 



MAY 9-10 New Jersey MP, NJ 
AUG 8-9 Thompson Speedway MP, CT 
OCT 24-25 New Hampshire Motor Speedway 



FEB 28-MAR 1 Eagles Canyon Raceway, TX 
NOV 14-15 MSR Houston, TX 



Rules & Prices & Everything Else: www.24HeursofLeMons.cem 

BECAUSE RACING’S NOT JUST FOR RICH IDIOTS. RACING’S FOR ALL IDIOTS. 



STUPID? LOVE RACING? 








DRAGWEEK2015 



ULTIMATE IRON // WINNING AVERAGE: 6.954 SECONDS AT 208.04 MPH 



BRYANT GOLDSTONE 1973 AMC JAVELIN 




[The goal of the new Ultimate Iron class was to show how quick the heavy-metal machines can eat up a quarter- 
mile. Bryant Goldstone took the first-ever class victory with a 572ci big-block Chevy tucked under some custom 
AMC bodywork. 




[Joe Barry’s 1956 Chevy weighs in at a beefy 3,450 pounds, making it even more astounding to watch the twin- 
turbo Dart-block Chevy pull it to 7-second e.t.’s. 



After an exciting preliminary 
entry list showed some big 
names in this new class, only 
two cars showed up to run, but 
both proved to be potent weap- 
ons in the quarter-mHe. 

Bryant Goldstones AMC 
Javelin contended with Tom 
Bailey for the overall win aU 
week and eventually finished 
Second in the overall standings 
with a 6.9544-second average, 
which is only the fifth 6-second 
weekly average in Drag Week™ 
history Goldstone sat poised aU 
week to inherit the lead if Bailey 
hiccupped, leaving Indianapolis 
just 0.07 second behind the 
eventual winner. A best run of 
7.132 seconds at Great Lakes 
Dragaway also foiled Gold- 
stone — a former class winner 
with his 1970 Chevelle — from 
becoming only the third driver 
to log a week with all 6-second 
passes. Nevertheless, Goldstone 
and his Javelin became a crowd 
favorite and took home the 
inaugural Ultimate Iron trophy, 
also earning his induction into 
the 200 MPH Club with not just 
one run north of 200 but a week 
full of two-century passes. 

Veteran Drag Weeker Joe 
Barry was the other Ultimate 
Iron driver in his own crowd- 
pleaser, a creamsicle-orange 
1956 Chevy 210. Barry made 
his first 6-second pass last year 
in Tulsa and was hoping for 
another, but he couldn’t best 
7.037 seconds this year. StiU, 
Barry made three runs at more 
than 200 mph and improved his 
weekly average over last year by 
0.05 second on the way to a Sec- 
ond in the class and a second- 
consecutive overall podium. 



ULTIMATE IRON WINNERS 





NAME 


CAR 


AVERAGE E.T. 


1] 


1 Bryant Goldstone 


1973 AMC Javelin 


6.954 


2] 


Joe Barry 


1956 Chevy Bel Air 


7.091 



CONTROVERSY! 



We hadn’t anticipated run-ins with the rulebook, but early in the 
week, Goldstone’s trailer was scrutinized by tech officials for hav- 
ing too much volume with the race tires and wheels mounted on 
the outside, it ended up being well within the limits. 
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[Ultimate Iron is for steel-bodied cars that would have otherwise run in 
Unlimited, and the Javelin looks the part under the hood. Powering the 
AMC is a twin-turbocharged Ultra Tech 572ci big-block Chevy with Edel- 
brock Victor heads ported by Curtis Boggs from Race Flow Development. 



ULTIMATE STREET/STRIP 
DRIVETRAIN 



Like many of the quickest cars on Drag Week™, Goldstone runs 
a Rossler three-speed based on a Turbo 400 backed by a Gear 
Vendors overdrive. Goldstone’s car sends power back to the tires 
through a Strange 9-inch axle with 3.89 gears and 40-spline 
axles. 

The HOT ROD staff cruised alongside Goldstone and Baker 
for some of the highway portion of the Day 2 drive, and the car 
seemed to cruise just fine at a low rpm and low throttle position 
that keeps the boost from building. 




[Even Chicago rush-hour traffic didn’t faze Goldstone and Baker as the 
AMC soldiered on during the most brutal drive of Drag Week™ 2015. 




[Goldstone’s copilot, Brent Baker, 
tuned the car at each track, adjusting 
the timing and the boost curve on the 
BigStuff3 ECU. 



OWNERSHIP 

Goldstone has owned this 
car for almost 30 years. 



We wanted to see how Bryant Goldstones 1973 Javelin car managed 
on the highway, so we tried to leave Indianapolis to follow him on the 
most grueling route of Drag Week™ 2015. 

Goldstone and his copilot, Brent Baker, left Indy a little after noon 
and we left shortly afterward. When we met the team at a fuel stop, 
we noticed the hood was off. Assuming the Javelins 572ci Chevy 
V8 was overheating in the Chicago traffic, we asked Baker what 
prompted the move. He told us they didn’t want to burn the paint 
with the heat from the turbo plumbing running so close to the body- 
work. The engine was running perfectly fine. 
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HARBOR FREICHT 



QUALITT TOOtS AT RIPICDIOUSLT lOW PRICES 



QuauTY roots 



HUH or* 




lECHANIC'S GLOVES 

SIZE LOT COMP AT 



MED 


62434/62426 


$12.74 


LG 


62433/62428 


$12.38 


X-LG 


62432/62429 


$11.99 





YOUR CHOICE 

$399 

Item 62429 shown 

iiiiiii!iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii 

LIMIT 9 • Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling | 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior | 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase wifh original receipt. . 
Offer good while supplies lasf. Non-transferable. Original coupon musf be ‘ 
presented. Valid through 4/11/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.^ 

low-profile: 

CREEPERS 

Tools sold 
separately. 




Is 

Limit 1 coupon per customer per day. Save 20% on any 1 item 

I purchased. ‘Cannot be used with other discount, coupon or any | 
of the foliowing items or brands: Inside Track Club membership, > 

I extended service plan, gift card, open box item, 3 day parking lot sale ■ 
item, compressors, floor jacks, saw mills, storage cabinets, chests | 
or carts, trenchers, welders, Admiral, CoverPro, Daytona, Diablo, 

I Franklin, Hercules, Holt, Jupiter, Predator, Stik-Tek, StormCat, Union, I 
^ Vanguard, Viking. Not valid on prior purchases. Non-transferable. " 
I Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 4/11/16. | 

I lilllllllillllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllUl I 

i 1 1 -J 



How Does Harbor Freight 
Sell GREAT QUALITY Tools 
at the LOWEST Prices? 



We have invested millions 
of dollars in our own 
state-of-the-art quality test 
labs and millions more in 
our factories, so our tools 
will go toe-to-toe with the 
top professional brands. 

And we can sell them for a 
fraction of the price because 
we cut out the middle man 
and pass the savings on to 
you. It’s just that simple! 
Come visit one of our 
600 Stores Nationwide. 



2.5 HPJO GALLON, 125 PSI 
OILLUbEAIRCOM^»RESSOR 

CustomerRating 

LOT 62764/69092 
OLlCJu 61490/62441/67708 shown 



$12999 

comp at $168.99 




llllllllllilllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllli 

I 1 r 

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 4/11/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 



Capacity comp at $79.99 

mill 1111 II iiiiiii 



super'; 

■ WW Vf f COUPON - 1 • WW Ir f f coupon* 



2: t-** J* i 

LIMIT 6 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling I 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 1 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. | 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coup'on must be . 
presented. Valid through 4/11/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day. ' 



170 AMP MIG/FLUX; 

WIRE welder: 




^169®®$519l9 
liiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiMiiiiiiiiiilini : 

LIMIT 3 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling | 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior ■ 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. ! 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be * 
presented. Valid through 4/11/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day. ! 

ST - - "gT. ; 3g.rf^o SHeIf • 

STEEL SERVICE cart! 

B8 *6fflfllAi 60390/51 07 shown J 

Customer Rating i 

!□□□□ : 



1/2" INDUSTRIAL QUALITY 
n SUPER HIGH TDRQUE 
^ IMPACT WRENCH 




SAVE 
$770 

$249.99 

IIIIIII IIIOIIIII Hill lllllllinilllllll!llll 



LOT 62627 
68424 shown 



nudincina 



LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 4/11/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 



MECHANIC'S SHDPTDWELS 
PACK DF 5D< 



Customer Rating 

csnor 



LOT 46163 shown 
63031/69649 
61878/61837 ( 




IIIIIII IIIIIIIIIIIIIVIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIHI 



|iT 04F0H- I 







LIMIT 8 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 4/11/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 




$ 2999 ; 



220 lb. Capacity comp at $49.98 : 

iiiiiiiiiiuiiiiiiiiiiiniiiiiiiiiiiii ; 

LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling | 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior | 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. , 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be • 
presented. Valid through 4/11/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day. * 




PITTSBUHGH^m 
3TDN HEAVY DUTY 
STEEL JACK STANDS 

LOT 38846 shown 
69597/61196/62392 



S4VE 

42% 

$1999 



9 PIECE FULLY POLISHED 
COMBINATION WRENCH SETS 

CustomerRating SAE 

f nnr lot 69043/42304 shown 

METRIC 

V LOT 42305/69044 

PlTTSSmtGH 




MVE 

*149**51155? 8TO 

iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiDi 

f 7 rifia n 

LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
^ presented. Valid through 4/11/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 

4-T^'anglegrTnder 

SAVE drUlmoster 

59% 



LOT 95578/69645/60625 ! 




1/2" DRIVE; 
25" BREAKER BAR! 

PITTSBimGH^l 



comp at $34.99 

IIUIIIIIIIIIIHII IIIIIII lllillllllli 

n 1 a n 7 [> 

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 4/11/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 

electrIc WINCH 

WITH REMDTE CDNTRDLAND 
AUTDMATIC BRAKE 

LOT 61256/60813/61889 
f 68142 shown 



luun bnuii 



^ CustomerRating $QQQ 

IlllllllllUllllllllllllilllllllllUIIIII 




SAVE 

$453 



comp at I 

$24. 



B 1 f) ^ 7 

LIMIT 6 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 1 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior | 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. . 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be : 
presented. Valid through 4/11/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day. ■ 



$29999 

|MDtAN»| ,.mp at $752.99 

IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIHIIM 

LIMIT 3 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 4/11/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 



YOUR CHOICE 

^ combat 

Tiiiiiiiiiiiii'iitiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiini ' 

31> 1 I ■ 

LIMIT 8 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 4/11/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 

LED SOLAR 
SAVE SECURITY LIGHT 

54% 

LOT 62534 
69643 shown 



Customer Rating 

annr 




Customer Rating 

naear 

$1199 

comp at $29.97 






$3199 



comp at $69.99 

IIIPIill1illllilllllilll|j|llllli 

3B * I I DO-t 

LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 4/11/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 



LIMIT 7 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt, 
good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
through 4/11/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.^ 

17"fT.TYPe”ia""*"" 
MULTI-TASK 
LADDER 

CustomerRating 

on LOT 62514/62656 
67646 shown 

• 300 lb. Capacity 

• 23 Configurations 

*119** i: 

comp at $209.99 “ ■ 

liiiiiiiiiiiiiHiiniiiiiiiiiii 

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 4/11/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 



















LOWEST PRICES 






600 Stores 
Nationwide 




44", 13 DRAWER 
INDUSTRIAL 
QUALITY 
RDLLER CADINET 



SAVE 

$660 



Customer Rating I 

E3E3aanl 

us*Eflnuu.m 



5388“ $,029:^9 

LIMIT 3 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot 
be used with other discount or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original 
purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original 
coupon must be presented. Valid through 4/11/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 




• Weighs 245 lbs. 

LOT 69387/62270/62744/68784 shown 

iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinii Hill iiiiiiiii nil iiii 



T El 



^ SUPER COUPON 



FREE 



WITH ANY PURCHASE 
PJTTSBUJ^Gff 

6 PIECE 
SCREWDRIVER 
SET I 

LOT 61313/62728 
62583/47770/62570 shown 

I 



purcnase. ooupon gooa at our stores, naroorrreigrrt.com or oy 

I calling 800-423-2567. Offer good while supplies last. Shipping* 
& Handling charges may apply if not picked up in-store. Non-* 
.transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 
|4/11/16. Limit one FREE GIF coupon per customer per day. 

I i;iEnigni>iiiiiiiiimiii i 






RAPID PUMP® 

1.5 TON ALUMINUM 
RACING JACK 
PlTTSBimGH^m 

Customer Rating 

3-1/2 Pumps Lifts 
Most Vehicles 
Weighs 32 







comp of $119.99 I 

iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii!iiii • 
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LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling ' 
coupon or pi;ior | 



800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 



Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must 
presented. Valid through 4/11/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.^ 



1 TON CAPACITY 
FOLDABLE 
SHOP CRANE 

^sjomm^ting 



18 PIECE SAE AND METRIC 
T-HANDLE BALL END 
PZiTOtmcEif HEX KEY SET 

Customer Rating 

□□□ 




$"1299 



SAVE 
47% 

comp at $24.97 

iiiiiitiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiyiiiiniiiiiiiiiiii 
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LIMIT 3 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 4/11/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 



SUPER : 
COUPON' 



12 VDLT, 10/2/50 AMP 
BATTERY CHARGER/ 
ENGINE STARTER 

LOT 60653 
66783/60581/62334 




i49"«'as 
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LIMIT 3 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 4/11/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 





8750 PEAK/ 
7000 RUNNING WATTS 
13HPJ420 CCJ 
GASGEN^ATORS 

LOT 68530/69671 shown 
LOT 68525/69677 



76 dB Noise Level 



LOT 69512/93840 
61858/69445 shown 

Includes $0099 I 

Ram.Hook^^^ , 

comp nl $269! 

liiiiiiiiniuiiiiiiiiiiiriiiiiiiiiRiiiii : 

iota so I 30^0 1 ODO 

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling * LIMIT 3 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 

800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior | 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 

purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt, purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be :| Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 

presented. Valid through 4/11/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day. , presented. Valid through 4/11/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 



$539®® $9^9 
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STRAIGHT LINE AIR SANDER 

cflfFuinnnuTic 

280/62528 

(omp at 



(omp at 

$139.99 

SAVE 

$TT5 



iiniiiiiiiiiiiiiRiii IIIIIIIII iiiiiiiiiiii 

30200200 

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
original receipt. 




27 LED PORTABLE 
WORKLIGHT/FLASHLIGHT 

LOT 67227 shown 
69567/60566/62532 

Batteries included. 
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3 PIECE TITANIUM 
NITRIDE COATED 
HIGH SPEED STEEL 
STEP DRILLS 



LOT 91 61 6 shown 
69087/60379 




1 

LIMIT 8 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or 
lurchases after 30 days from original purchase with 



presented. Valid through 4/11/16. Limit one coupon per 



SAVE 
85% 

comp at $59.97 

iniiiiiiiiii IIIIIIIIIIII Hiiiiiiiiiii 



$899 



LIMIT 7 - Good at 



Cii^OQQ 10 FT. X 17 FT. 

PORTABLE GARAGE 

" ■ LOT 63055/62860/62864/62859 

comp at 50 1 I 60727/62286/69039 shown 

lllllllillllllllllllllllllllllllllllli 



oupon or prior | 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon 

purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt, purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original rec 

Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be | Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must 



ler per day. _ presented. Valid through 4/11/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day. _ presented. 



or by calling * LIMIT 3 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
through 4/11/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 



• 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed 

• Over 25 Miiiion Satisfied Customers 



• No Hassie Return Poiicy 

• Lifetime Warranty onAHHandToois 



600 Stores Nationwide 
HarborFreight.com 800-423-2567 



2 PIECE 

VEHICLE WHEEL DOLLIES 

• 15001b. Capacity 




$4099 



PITTSBtniGH^ $99.99 

lllllll IIIIIIIII IIIIIIIIIIII IIIIIIIIIU 

1 tiurt 

LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 4/11/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 




comp at $179 

iiuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii lllllll 

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coup'on must be 
presented. Valid through 4/11/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day. ' 

''“" 12 ' volVma'gnetiV 

TOWING LIGHT KIT 




Customer Rating 

□□□ 



$099 

comp at $34.95 

lllllll llllllllllllllilllllllMIIIIIIII 

-TO 1 T'^ 447 

HarborFreight.com or by calling 
discount or coupon or prior 



RETRACTABLE 
AIR HOSE REEL WITH 
3/8" X 50 FT. HOSE 

LOT 93897 shown 
69265/62344 




Customer Rating 



$5999 



comp 



lit $166 



lllllllllllllllllllilllllllllllllllll 

3Udz 1 UEi- V 7 

LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coup'on must be 
presented. Valid through 4/11/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 




• 1000 lb. Capacity 

$8®®$19T7 

lllllll IIIIIIIII in iiitiiiiiniiiiiii 

t:4-9 

LIMIT 6 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coup'on must be 
presented. Valid through 4/11/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 
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HOW COULD 
ANYTHING 
GO WRONG? 



OK, its a clone, but Jay Browns 
Modified Naturally Aspirated 
class 1969 Shelby GT500 was 
the only Ford Gammer engine 
in the entire 300-car field. 
Brown is well known in Ford FE 
circles, continuing to tinker and 
improve Fords single-overhead 
cam (SOHC) 90-Day- Wonder 



more than 50 years after the 
engine was banned by NASCAR 
and pressed into quarter-mile 
service with some of the biggest 
names in drag racing. 

Browns engine began with 
a block from Shelby that he 
modified in order to fit a 4.5- 
inch bore. Because there’s no 



camshaft in the valley to inter- 
fere, Brown was able to run a 
huge 4.6-inch stroke to yield 
585 ci. Despite the engines size 
and its long stroke. Brown says 
it revs quickly, hitting the 7,500- 
rpm rev limiter on its way past 
its horsepower peak of 992 hp at 
6,900 rpm. 



The biggest issue Brown had 
on Drag Week™ was a fuel- 
starvation issue that only 
manifested when the car was 
on the track. He diagnosed the 
odd electrical gremlin as a wire 
on the fuel-pump relay that 
would flex back from the accel- 
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GENERAL MAYHEM 



VERSUS A 2015 
^ELLCATI^M 



CHECK OUT THE;ALL 
IMEW ROADKILL.CQMB 



See the newest ROADKILL 
episodes sooner at 

starting September 2015 . 



videos, photos, articles, and chats 
with hosts David Freiburger and 
Mike Finnegan. And The Dog. 

to ROADKILL events where 

episodes are being shot. 

fresh ROADKILL apparel. 
ROADKILL Nation to post your 

own projects! 

ROADKILL the Magazine! 



the episode 
and buy the all- 
new ROADKILL 
, Magazine! 








DRAGWEEK2015 




Whose Pro Mod 
Wins on the Street? 



What’s it like to take a race car that’s extreme 
(even by track standards) and cruise it over 
Midwestern country roads? We hitched 
rides with two of the fastest cars ever to run 
at Drag Week™— Jeff Lutz’s mean, flat-black 
Pro Mod Camaro and its pretty sister, Tom 
Bailey’s gunmetal-gray Camaro. Both men 
are previous Drag Week™ champions, and 
both cars were new to Drag Week™ this year. 

Lutz’s car made the quickest and fastest 
run we’ve ever seen during Drag Week™ 
competition at 6.051 at 251.95 mph, but his 
record was nullified when he wasn’t able to 
continue racing on the second day. Why? 
There was a reoccurring starter problem 
that made co-driver Scott Murray and Lutz 
have to take the car’s front end off and bang 
around under the headers until the 525ci Pat 
Musi twin-turbo big-block finally fired up 
and they could get moving. 

At the first checlq)oint, Murray asked 
if we wanted to ride, “You know, for your 
storyr he said. If you’ve never got into the 
passenger seat of a carbon-fiber-floored 
drag car, it’s not as simple as just stepping 
in and sitting down. Most of the floor is 
unsupported composite, and stepping on 



it would have the same effect as slipping 
off an attic beam and crashing through the 
ceding sheetrock. Once in place, visibility 
out of the passenger seat was great for bird 
watching, not so hot for reading street signs. 
The sound level wasn’t terrible, but it wasn’t 
conducive to conversation, either, so after 
giving Lutz a thumbs-up to teU him we were 
as ready as we’d ever be, we just watched 
him work the gears and tried not to imagine 
what would happen to us if we got in even a 
minor accident. 

Lutz’s eyes moved constantly from the 



Here’s why we aren’t concerned about Drag 
Week™ becoming nothing but carbon-fiber, 
6-second, car-shaped shells: it’s hard, it’s so, 
so hard to drive these cars on the street, it’s 
insanely hot inside. The drivers have to con- 
centrate on 50 different gauges and “what 
was that noise?” and “have i left enough 
room to stop with my carbon brakes?” and 



road to the Racepak dash to the directions 
in his lap. If you drive a classic car, you know 
the habit of regular gauge-checks, but it’s on 
overdrive in these Pro Mod cars. Lutz’s read- 
out reflects his discreet approach to aU things 
automotive. No labels announce the purpose 
of any switches, and no descriptors head up 
the numbers on the dash. When the center 
number — which turned out to be water tem- 
perature-started tapping on 220, Lutz pulled 
over. He’d been concerned about a slow seep 
from the head gaskets after having them off 
in the pits, and he wanted to add water. 



“will the nose clear the Steak ’n Shake drive- 
through?” all while dealing with the usual 
problems of getting lost and peeking over 
the hoodscoops for obstacles and getting 
stuck in traffic, if they can manage that for 
250 miles every day and rip off 6-second 
passes, we’ll happily let them call their cars 
anything they want, including “street car.” 



ARETHESEREALLY“STREETCARS?” 
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“You shouldn’t wait for us,” Lutz said as 
we puUed to the side for the third time. We 
left him removing the valve covers, and later 
heard that the night involved a full engine 
rebuild, assisted by the Aussie CheveUe rac- 
ers in a parking lot at midnight. “We can’t 
wait to teU everyone back at home that we 
built a Pro Mod engine at a hotel,” they told 
us. Lutz less cheerfully admitted defeat. 

After a long day and a ftiU night, he felt in no 
shape to get on a dragstrip. 

TOM BAILEY 

One of the big differences between Tom 
Bailey and Jeff Lutz’s cars is that Lutz’s 
machine started as a race car and was 
modified to meet the Drag Week™ rules, 
while Bailey knew from the second day of 
Drag Week™ 2014 that he wanted to build 
a car to run both Drag Week™ and other 
Pro Mod race events, so he had a fuU year 
to put together a purpose-built machine. 
Nobody would confuse the interior of 
Bailey’s Camaro with a production car, but 
it does have obvious street-related comforts 
that Lutz has to do without, like cuphold- 
ers and power windows. The airflow in the 
cabin is better, but it’s stiU hot enough to 
warm a Cup Noodles against the transmis- 
sion tunnel. 

The basic layout of the car is the same. It’s 
what happens in the process from strip to 
street and back again that makes Bailey’s car 
more street-friendly. “Because it’s a legal Pro 
Mod car. Lutz still has to do the Transformer 
thing,” Bailey said. “He couldn’t add any- 



thing for the street that didn’t unbolt for the 
track We aren’t swapping fuel cells or com- 
puters. We have one distributor, one set of 
wheelie bars. It’s simpler. We’ve got the street 
part figured out.” 

He’s not lying. We’ve been in daily drivers 
that required more attention than Bailey’s 
6-second spaceship. He cruised at 80 mph 
on the highways, and didn’t stop for gas any 



more than your average 1 1-mpg muscle 
car. The only reminder that we were in an 
unusual machine, aside from the heat and 
the spine-jarring ride, was the double-take 
of other drivers on the road and a cautious 
approach to steep driveways. “There’s not 
really a plan to this,” Bailey said. “You just go 
until something falls off or you need gas.” 



IT'S HARD TO WIN DRAG WEEKJT'S EASY 
TO WIN FREE STUFF FROM EASVWOOD 



Can you type your name? Do you have an email address? Well then, my friend, you can 
enter the Drag Week™ Best of Eastwood Tool Giveaway Contest, because it’s just that 
easy, it takes less time to register than it does for Jeff Lutz to cover a quarter-mile-and 
he proved he can do that in 6.05 seconds. Go to BestOfEastwood.com to register for the 
sweepstakes. Here are your possible winnings! 

Eastwood Versa-Cut 40 Plasma Cutter 
Fairmount 17-piece Master Hammer & Dolly Set 
Eastwood Abrasive Blast Cabinet 
Eastwood Concours Pro HVLP Two-Gun Kit 
Eastwood 3,000-Watt Portable Generator 
Eastwood MiG 135 Welder 
Eastwood Hydraulic Wheel Dolly Four-Piece Set 
Eastwood Steel Brake line Fab Kit 



PROMODMPG 

Lutz’s Camaro gets about 8 mpg. He likes to keep the speed in the 40- to 60-mph range. Overdrive 
means that the rpm are lower than they sound, around 2,500. 
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UNLIMITED //WINNING AVERAGE: 6.784 SECONDS AT 219.63 MPH 




UNLIMITED WINNERS 



p 


NAME 


1 CAR 


AVERAGE E.T. 1 


nn 


Tom Bailey 


J 1969 Chevrolet Camaro 1 


6.784 


2] 


Michael Wenzler 


1987 Chevrolet Camaro 


7.675 


k : 


NickPlewniak 


11986 Chevrolet S-10 


9.668 




[Mike Wenzler’s third-gen Camaro was way retro, with giant Holley Dominators on a Dart 
tunnel ram. Nitrous helped the 598ci big-block run 7-second quarters. 



With a couple of exceptions, 
most Unlimited cars push the 
boundaries of a streetable race 
car, sacrificing creature comforts 
for outright speed to give the 
chance for an overall win. In 
many cases, reliability suffered as 
well, with only 5 of the 15 Unlim- 
ited cars reaching the weeks end 
still in competition. The natural 
question with such an open rule 
set becomes, “How extreme are 
people willing to make a car that 
must survive more than 1,000 
miles of road driving between 
racetracks?” 

In 2015, former overall win- 
ners Tom Bailey and Jeff Lutz 
answered that question by 
bringing serious Pro Modified 
race cars that had been licensed 
and registered for the street. We 
had expected Lutz versus Bailey 
to be the race to watch. Lutz’s 
well-sorted Pro Mod Camaro 
made a Test ’h Tune run through 
the finish line at more than 249 
mph, and he backed that up at 
Gateway Motorsports Park dur- 
ing the first day of competition 
with a 6.051 -second, 251.95-mph 
pass, which was the quickest-ever 
at Drag Week™ and the fastest- 
ever run for a street-licensed car. 
Bailey, meanwhile, struggled to 



get his own Pro Mod Camaro — 
which hadn’t made a fuU-speed 
pass before Drag Week™— down 
the track, settling for a 7.272-sec- 
ond pass. Lutz left Gateway with 
a healthy lead, but failures of 
everything 
from the cool- 
ing system to 
the fuel pump 
and eventu- 
ally including 
a parking-lot 
engine rebuild 
meant Lutz 
never made it 
to the second 
day of compe- 
tition. 

Bailey 

responded on 
Day 2 with a 
6.355-second 
pass in his 
Pro Mod 
Camaro— 
aptly coined 
Sick Seconds 
2.0— and from 
there, the 
only question 
was, “Would Bailey’s Pro Mod 
survive more than 1,000 miles 
on the street?” The engine did 
suffer a valvespring failure before 



Wednesday’s racing at Great 
Lakes Dragaway, but Bailey stiU 
knocked a 6.846-second run 
from the engine’s seven good cyl- 



inders at the Wisconsin dragstrip. 
He trucked on from there with 
runs of 6.763 and 6.687 seconds 
to seal the overall victory with a 
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Tech Line: 270-201 -334-S • Visit: demoncarbs.com 



SINISTER SOOD LOOKS AND SUPER EVIL 
PERFORMANCE ARE LURKINO INSIDE THE ALL 
NEW SHADOW BLACK STREET DEMON CARBSI 



High temp ceramic coated for heat 
resistance and corrosion protectioni 



SEE CHUCK’S STREET DEMON INSTALL 47 
WWAV.HOLi.EM.COMyCHUCKSDEMON 



“MY STREET DEMON WAS SUPER EASY TO 
INSTAU-. IT STARTED Rl&hrf UP AND HAS 
BEEN RUNNING GREAT' - CHUCK HANSON 



BLACK 



SHADOW 
COAtED StARtING At 

$ 3 < 0 < 0 . 95 \ 



Available TPS kit allows use with 
ALSO $ ALSO transmissions 



STARTING AT 

$312.95! 



Integrated 700RA/200RA transmission kickdown 
cable mounting location for proper shifts 



► RUN READY™ 



^Triple-Stock™ boosters 
with optimized primory 
throttle bores deliver 
superb throttle response, 
drivobility $ fuel economy! 

^ Innovotive 
‘Soggle Volve’ — 
secondory throttle plote 
thot delivers huge oir 
flow unleoshing power 
you con heor ond feel! 



^ Fits most o-frermorket 
spreod/squore bore 
intoke monifolds without 
odopter! 

^ Exclusive Aerospoce 
Composite bowl 
reduces fuel temps by 
20° for better hot 
weother performance 
with todoy’s fuels! 



Modern colibrotions in S25 ond NCW 750 
CFM for mild to wild engine combos! 




POWER 

HOUSE 

16 CIGAR 

COMBO 



16 Premium Hand-Rolled Cigars 

Bonus Cherrywood-finish Humid 

(Holds 20 Cigars) 

Ultra Reliabfe Butane Lighter 
A Guillotine Cigar Cutter 



Call 1-800-430-2856 or 
thompsonspecials.com 



Promo Code TA3S9 

Add $4.9S for Shipping - #eS7a7€. 

OFFER GOOD FOR 30 DAYS One per cuBtomer, Florida residents 
ADD 7% stiles fate, not available to mlnars and good ooty In the USA 
All writtan orders must intlyde your date o1 birth and signature, 
in the event ol Itiglj defiiand, subslitulioiis of eoual of flrester value iray ocCor 
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catastrophic rollover at a local night race, but Nick was unharmed and already has a new wild project in the works. 



6.7846-second average elapsed 
time for the week, making him 
only the second two-time HOT 
ROD Drag Week™ overall win- 
ner and also the Unlimited class 
champion. 

Mike Wenzler took Second 
Place in Unlimited with a week 
of 7-second passes in his third- 
generation Chevy Camaro. 
Wenzler s nitrous car looks seri- 
ously purposeful with its huge 
intake jutting through the hood 
and the flat rear deck channeling 
air cleanly on the way to runs 
through the speed trap at more 
than 180 mph. As much as could 
be the case, Wenzler ran down 
the track neatly and without 
drama, logging a quickest run of 
7.563 seconds and fifth-quickest 
overall average e.t. 

The freak show Stretchy Truck 



of Nick Plewniak unexpectedly 
rounded out the Unlimited 
podium. Plewniaks twin-turbo, 
big-block, mid-engine, stretched- 
box Chevy S-10 couldn’t possibly 
need more hyphens to describe 
it, and while he struggled with 
the engine tune for much of the 
week, the Stretchy Truck fin- 
ished, first and foremost, though 
it is capable of runs in the low- 
8-second range. A crash after 
Drag Week™ might have spelled 
the end of the Stretchy Truck, but 
Plewniak is OK and we hope to 
see him back next year. 

The retirements in the Unlim- 
ited class provided nearly as 
much discussion in the paddock 
as the cars that remained in the 
field. Lutz’s son, Jeffery Lutz Jr., 
retired his tubeframe, twin-turbo 
Honda Civic after two days of 



head-scratching with both his 
car and his dad’s car. Dave Schro- 
eder’s 1966 Corvette struggled 
to get the power down from its 
massive, nitrous-fed, 872ci V8. 
Just when it looked like Schro- 
eder had everything figured out 
at Indianapolis’ Lucas Oil Race- 
way with a hooked-up 7. 142-sec- 
ond pass, he broke a lifter and 
had to call it quits for the week. 
Ever the optimist, Schroeder 
returned to Gateway for a fuU- 
power exhibition pass on nitrous. 
The Corvette finally hooked and 
rocketed down the track on the 
way to the car’s first 6-second and 
200-mph run with 6.969 seconds 
and 209 mph, respectively. 

Australian John Faraone 
struggled in 2015 beyond his 
Drag Week™ woes. Faraone’s 
beastly Chrysler Valiant Charger 



got tied up in customs because 
of a paperwork snag, starting 
his trouble before the week even 
began. Like Schroeder, how- 
ever, things were looking up for 
Faraone with a best-ever pass in 
Indianapolis before a series of 
maddening electrical problems 
prevented him from continuing 
on with his week. 

Don Foess big-block-powered 
Chevette looked like a mind- 
bending cartoon headed down 
the quarter-mile in less than 8 
seconds at more than 170 mph, 
and it became a crowd favorite 
for that. However, Foess had to 
head home early in the week 
to attend to some unexpected 
family matters. Foess, hopefully, 
win return with his weaponized 
econobox and you’ll see more of 
it from HOT ROD. 



> See More Drag Week Action and Photos at HOTROD.com/Events/Drag-Week 



68 HOTROD.COM/2016/FEBRUARY/ 




VHX DIRECT-FIT APPLICATIONS 



1DO 



1.888.290.998^1 

mm.DAKOTADlGITAL.COM/HR 
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AM ALL-NEW 
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It’s Not Just the 
Machines That 
Have to Make it 
Through the Week 








01] Gene Brigance 02] Adam Hodson 03] Alex Taylor 04] Brian Lohnes and David Freiburger 05] John Gilliland 
06] John Huber 07]AddieRoss 08] Carrie Watson 09] Jeff Lutz 10] Jeffrey Lutz Jr. 11]B.J. Bax 12] Tom Bailey 
13] David Schroeder 14] James “Doc” McEntire 15] Jesse Madaffari 16] Lisa O’Connor Fischer 17] Glenn Hunter 
18] Harry Haig 19] Connie Heinselman 20] George Gallimore 21] Jeff McConnell 22] Joe Barry 
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Tom Bailey Takes his Second 
Drag Week Unlimited Title with 
a Pro Mod Camaro Built for the 
Street— But He Wants More 

[g! Elana Scherr BS AJ Mueller, Larry Chen, and Wes Allison 



>In nine months, you can have a baby or a carbon-fiber 1969 Ca- 
maro capable of 963 street miles and running five drag races in a row 
with an average e.t. of 6.78 seconds in the quarter-mile. For Tom Bai- 
ley, his 3,625hp baby is stiU going through some growing pains, even 
if it did just take the Drag Week™ 2015 overall win. “I did better with 
my old car,” he says, referencing the gold Sick Seconds Camaro with 
which he claimed the 2013 HOT ROD Drag Week™ Fastest Street Car 
in America Tide. “This year we figured out the street with this car 
[which they call Sick Seconds 2.0] . Next year we 11 have the track.” 

The original Sick Seconds car was a fiberglass body over a tube 
chassis, but it was based on stock 1969 Camaro dimensions. Other 
than a few small modifications for tire clearance, the car was sized 
like a factory machine. It was also very heavy compared to the new 
car, which makes generous use of carbon fiber everywhere, from the 
body to the brakes. 

“The whole body weighs 55 pounds,” Bailey says. “Paint added 
8 pounds, so 63 pounds total. The hood on the old car probably 
weighed that.” No hood on 2.0, its whole front end comes off in one 
piece. “It takes a litde more space, but its only 10 fasteners to remove, 
so it is actually faster than the hood was to take it on and off’ Plus, 
you can’t accidently drive off with the front clip on the roof 

Many of the changes to 2.0 had to do with streamlining the street- 
to-strip-and-back-again process. “In two clicks of a switch, I can take 
it from street mode to race mode,” Bailey says. One switch changes 
fuel systems from the single fuel rail for pump gas to the dual rails 
and larger injectors set for methanol, and the other switch changes 
the tune and turns off the electric fuel pump in favor of a mechani- 
cal one. A single air shock in the rear can raise the ride height; 

Afco adjustables do the main damping duty back there, alongside 
a Strange Engineering 9 -inch stuffed with 3.89 gears. In the front, 
the strut mounts for the Santhuff struts are moveable and a half 
turn raises the nose 2.5 inches to clear those nasty potholes and gas- 
station driveways. 

While the changes do make the morning and afternoon’s work 
easier, there’s litde that eases the difficult journey between tracks. The 
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seat is a low, little scoop of carbon fiber surrounded by cage. Gear 
changes in the Rossler TH210 are left to a Precision air shifter on the 
track, but on the street its a clicking, jolting, manual action. Braking 
needs to be planned for ahead of time. Unlike the carbon-ceramic 
rotors in, say, the 2014 Z/28, the Strange Engineering carbon racing 
brakes need some warm-up time before their whoa goes into effect, 
so the driver needs to be alert. Shouldn’t be too much trouble to stay 
awake, it’s not like you’U be luUed to sleep in 2.0. The interior is sparse 
in padding and full of electronics, cables, parachute lever, and various 



HoUey monitoring screens. 

On the road, the carbon floor and the uncovered transmission 
heat up like an electric griddle, making you the pancake. StiU, this 
isn’t a race car with a license plate— it’s a purpose-built machine and 
much of the time in its build was used to work out possible street 
challenges. The extra time shows in things like cupholders and seat- 
belts in the passenger seat. The doors are lower for better visibility 
and have slick power windows. Bailey calls them “air conditioning.” 
All the switches and dash readouts are neatly labeled. When all is 
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well, the engine rpm stays around 2,000, oil temperature is in the 
200-degree range, water at a comforting 185. The noise level in the 
car is a constant roar, broken by the occasional slight bog when Bai- 
ley lifts his foot off the throtde to relieve a tired ankle or maybe just 
cool his sole for a second. This car prefers not to coast, and it chokes 
and bucks whenever the gas pedal comes up. 

Bailey runs a stiff suspension setup, even with the rear “street” 
shock. Every shadow in the road feels like a donkey-kick to the 
kidneys and actual bumps feel like falling off a cliff. That same sus- 



pension works great on turns, though — Bailey takes the curving 
onramps like Richard Petty on a banked oval. If it weren’t for the 
heat and the noise, you could almost forget that you’re sitting in a 
composite shell supported by a ladder work of chrome-moly tubing. 
Then you notice the response from the people around you on the 
road. 

Construction workers gape with open-mouthed wonder as Bailey 
passes, and we can’t blame them. These cars on the street look so 
insane and out of place that the inhabitants of the towns Drag Week™ 
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[Since Drag Week™ doesn’t allow any crew but the driver and passengers, Bailey had to make everything on 
the Camaro easily done by two people, including removing the lightweight carbon-fiber front end. 



passes through must think they’re witnessing some sort of experi- 
mental military vehicle test, or maybe an alien spaceship attempting 
to pass as an earthling car. Certainly no one would be surprised to 
hear that Bailey’s car was powered by rocket technology 
As it turns out, the engine is one of the least experimental parts 
of Bailey’s new car. He had big plans for a biUet-block behemoth to 
power 2.0, but custom parts don’t always come on schedule, and 
nobody planned for a disaster a few weeks before Drag Week™. 
Engine builder Steve Morris was in a nasty motorcycle crash, and 
while he’U be OK, he wasn’t able to stand at an engine-assembly table 
in time for first runs at Drag Week™. “The engine that was in the car 
was a test piece, made out of aU the parts we’d broken in Sick Seconds 
1.0,” Bailey says. “We ended up puUing the good engine out of that 
car and fitting it for the methanol injectors.” Other minor changes 
include a Steve Morris billet intake and Oliver aluminum rods. The 
rest of the rotating assembly should be familiar to fans of the original 
car: Diamond pistons, Callies crank. Total Seal rings, and a Steve 
Morris-designed Bullet cam. The engine is a dry-sump 615ci Bro- 
dix block with a twin-turbo setup. “We sometimes run 94mm and 
sometimes 98mm [inducer turbos],” Bailey says. “We haven’t ever 



really noticed a difference.” Either way, there’s always two of them, 
and they say Precision on the compressor housing. 

Tom Bailey’s Drag Week™ arc started rough. He struggled to get a 
clean pass during the HOT ROD Drag Week™ test ’h tune and the 
first day of competition, but then on the second day laid down a blis- 
tering 6.355 at 224.96 mph, which resulted in the most excited leap- 
ing and high-fiving we’ve ever seen from his co-driver, Ryan Witte. 
During the week, Witte and Bailey had no real problems on the 
street, but never quite got the car dialed in for the track performance 
that both knew it was capable of At Union Grove, Wisconsin’s Great 
Lakes Dragaway they ran on seven cylinders, and numerous times 
during the week we saw the tires shake or the brake lights come on 
early, but they usually managed to eke out a 6-second pass. It may 
not have been what Bailey wanted, but it was enough to win him a 
trophy. 

“We had an aggressive goal,” says Bailey, “and we came to Drag 
Week™ at the point where I’d have liked to have been [three months 
previous] . We had 60 miles on the car when we showed up at Gate- 
way Motorsports Park on the first day” Now they have 1,023 and the 
title of Eastest Street Car in America. 
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BOLT-ON & GO 
SELF-TUNING! 





From Camaro to 'Cuda, '32 
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and everything in-between; 
if it's VS powered, American 
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transmission kit for your 
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A Steve Morris 
Engines (SME) 615ci 
Brodixbig-block- 
Chevy (stock bore 
spacing) sits in a 
Skinny Kid Race Cars 
tube chassis, built 
by Keith EngUng 
in Commerce, 
Michigan. The SME 
billet intake allows 
for custom turbo 
tubing angles and 
improved plenum 
volume, worth 
150 hp more than 
the cast intake 
originally used. 
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[No need to change injectors or fuel tanks to go from pump gas to racing [Two Precision turbos with Turbosmart wastegates and dual 4-inch 

methanol. A quick press of a button changes the tune and puts the engine Wilson throttle-bodies provide the engine with air. Stainless Works 

in race or street mode. stainless exhaust handles the spent gases and drive the turbos. 



80 HOTROD.COM/2016/FEBRUARY/ 





[Charging and cooling are the two biggest challenges facing the race cars 
during the street-driving portion. A huge aluminum radiator, Meziere 
water pump, and an improved fan system took care of the latter problem, 
while a Powermaster alternator with a new wiring and mounting setup 
kept the electrons marching like happy ants. 



[Not much room in the trunk for groceries, although you could maybe get 
a loaf of bread and a jar of peanut butter in there next to the CO 2 bottle. 
The air runs the shifter, the starter, and the boost control. 




[Tucked between the 16-inch-wide aluminum 
Weld wheels and Hoosier slicks are adjustable 
Afco coilovers and a third leg, an airshock that 
can be disconnected for the racetrack and put 
back in use for the street drive. 



[All the big-dog racers seem to use the Rossler 
Transmissions TH210 Pro Mod racing trans- 
missions (based on a TH400) backed by Gear 
Vendors overdrives. 



[Carbon discs bring car and trailer to a stop, 
it’s too much work to repack a parachute after 
every traffic light, so the laundn(;only drops at 
the end of a quarter-mile pass. O 
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For your early rod 
or LS muscle car! 
Complete installation 
kits also available. 
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Daily Driver Diaries 

Repetition 

Everything is running. 
Nothing is running per- 
fectly. The Polara has a 
front-suspension clunk 
that probably means 
the wheel is about to fall 
off, but it hasn’t actually 
fallen off, so it’s hardly a 
priority. The Opel keeps 
blowing the same fuse, 
but it’s a VW-type fuse, 
and you can get 50 of 
them for $2, so I just 
keep replacing it. Tom’s 
Cummins truck is making a rearend 
sound that indicates more tooth damage 
than a YouTube video of skateboarding 
bloopers, and the brown truck doesn’t 
really have brakes, but stopping is for 
quitters anyway. 

It’s not that I’m lazy. I have really good 
reasons for putting off repair days. For 
example, this past weekend I intended 
to replace the armrest in the Polara, but 
there was a spider on the tool chest, so 
I decided to stay inside. Here are some 
other legitimate reasons for procrastinat- 
ing on the frx-its. 

• Carburetor can be rebuilt inside on 
dining table, but car won’t fit through 
front door. 

• Have O-rings of every size on Earth 
except size needed. 

• Went inside to look up torque specs, 
ended up buying NASCAR Sings 
record on eBay. 

• Waiting for shade to cover entire car. 

• Now it’s too dark. 

• Tools were dirty from last project. 
Cleaned tools, they looked so nice, 
seemed a shame to use them. 

• Bird on roof, judging me. 

• Bought new proj ect instead of working 
on current one. 

• Want to get every bit of useful life out 
ofbearing. 

• Can’t remember which coffee can of 
bolts has bolts for this project. 

• Hoping problem will fix itself 

• Next weekend. I’ll do it next weekend. 

> HOTROD.CC Elana-Scherr 



[Stop looking at me like that! i’ll fix you 
tomorrow. 
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Thom On Design 

Why We Hate Modern Funny Cars 




[0i HOT ROD Archives 



Recently, we ve all been encouraged by the 
NHRAs attempts to fix some of the nagging 
problems Pro Stock has been experiencing. 
Besides their recognition that fuel injection is 
needed to bring Pro Stock into modern times 
and that fans can’t get near the cars in the pits, 
they’ve also attempted to keep the “stock” in 
Pro Stock by eliminating the giant scoops. So 
in three areas— technology, fan perspective, 
and appearance— the NHRA has imple- 



mented changes. 

Appearance also needs to be considered in 
the Funny Car class. The Funny Car above 
was Fearless Fred Goeske’s Plymouth Duster 
from 1971, but you knew that just glancing 
at it. If we showed you a side view of Fast Jack 
Beckman’s current ride, could you identify 
what it’s based on? No. Should it matter? 
Absolutely. Why? Because the NHRA needs 
its fans to be as engaged as possible and be 



able to root for their favorite driver, or crew 
chief, or sponsor, and especially make of car. 
Saying John Force’s Chevy is a Chevy when 
it’s last year’s Ford with a new vinyl Chevy 
grille and headlights ignores a major appeal 
missing from today’s Funny Car. 

At HOT ROD, we can stir things up 
quicker than a Top Fuel elapsed time by 
praising one make of car to the detriment 
of another. The love (and hate) mail floods 
in faster than a Funny Car fuel pump flows 
nitro. When it comes to drag racing, there is 
nothing stronger than brand allegiance. Yet 
with aerodynamics playing such a major role 
in racing, it’s rendered Funny Cars indistin- 
guishable. 

NHRA has gone to the 1,000-foot track in 
an attempt to slow down the fuel cars. What 
better way to slow them down than to bring 
the bodies back to what they are supposed to 
represent? You know that one of the favorite 
aspects of Pro Mod is their body identifica- 
tion. When will the NHRA recognize this 
also applies to Funny Cars? 

IHOTROC Thom-Taylor 
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The Ford Reverse 
Bleeder pushes 
brake fluid from the 
bottom up. Giving you 
the best possible pedal. 



Official 

LIcensect 

Product 



REVERSE 



BLEEDER 



FITS ALL MAKES AND MODELS 



For a Limited Time 

Order Online at: 

BrakeBleeder.com/FORD 



Fond Motor Company Trademarks and Trade 
Dress used under license to Phoenix Systems 
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When Do You Need 
to Check Piston-to- 
ValveClearance? 



We always advise playing it safe and 
checking piston-to-valve clearances 
when installing an aftermarket 
performance cam-just like Mom 
said you should always brush your 
teeth after every meal. But we don’t 
always do what we’re supposed to. 

If you’re the gambling type, what are 
the Vegas odds you can just throw a 
cam in and motor on down the road 
without an interference problem? 
While it’s impossible to predict with 
100 percent certainty whether there’ll 
be a problem, for most engine combos 
with piston deck heights no higher 
than “zero”: 

■ Less than 230 degrees duration at 
0.050-inch tappet lift, about 98 
percent of the time you won’t have 
a problem. 



■ Between 230 and 250 degrees at 
0.050, about 65 percent of the time 
you won’t have a problem. 

■ Between 250 and 280 degrees at 
0.050, about 65 percent of the time 
you will have a problem. 

■ More than 280 degrees at 0.050, 
about 98 percent of the time you 
will have a problem. 

Of course, it depends on how big 
the valves are, how much the heads 
have been milled, how deep the valve 
reliefs are, if the valve reliefs are cor- 
rectly located in the piston-maybe we 
should listen to Mom after all. 

> HOTROD.COM/Marlan-Davis 

[Piston-to-valve-clearance 
problems are rarely a problem with 
cams with less than 230 degrees 
(at 0.050) duration. 
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Housing Ends, Adjustable Lower Control Arm Brackets, 
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Case, Daytona Pinion Support, Billet Yoke, 
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TODAY! 
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Looking for a personalized gift for 
almost any occasion? 

My Own Cover magazine covers are perfect 
for birthday gifts, holiday gifts, corporate 
recognitions, or celebrating a milestone. 
Each magazine cover is as unique as the 
person on the cover. 



■ Upload your own photos 

■ Design great personalized covers 

• Order prints to share or give as gifts 



Create your own magazine cover and be a star. 

www.myowncover.com 









LoraSearles 



HOT ROD TO THE RESCUE 




Westech Automotive fixed 1970 Camaro owner Externally, the 1970 Camaro looks like an infa- Discolored rocker arms and pivot balls pointed 

Duane Searles’ ignition and starter problems, mous Baldwin Stage iii car. But the mild motor to overheating from lack of proper lubrication, 

but the car still ran poorly. and trans needed help. in turn, this contributed to valve-seat erosion. 



Duane Searles’ Cranking and Ignition 
Problems Are Fixed. BuiHis 1970 Camaro’s 
454 Still Runs Rough. We’re Gonna Fix it. 

E Marian Davis ONormBrandes 



THESTORYSOFAR 

The 454 in Duane Searles 
1970 Baldwin Phase III replica 
Camaro was running poorly 
when he first drove it into Norm 
Brandes Westech Automotive. 
Cranking compression was poor, 
several cylinders leaked-down 
at 30 percent, starter cranking 
power was weak, and the generic 
electronic distributor sometimes 
double-fired. It couldn’t even 
complete a baseline run on 
Brandes’ Mustang chassis dyno. 
In the Jan. 2016 issue, we detailed 
how Brandes fixed the starter 
and ignition problems with MSD 
and Powermaster parts to the 
point where the car could finally 
make a dyno run — only to break 
up around 4,500 rpm. There was 
also some valvetrain noise, and 
the underlying cylinder-leakage 
problem remained. Brandes 
needed to find out just what 
makes Searles’ engine tick. He 
pulled the valve covers only to 
find “blued” rocker arms and 
balls, a sign of overheating from 
insufficient lubrication. Now it 
was time to open up the engine 
to figure out what ails it. 




[Clockwise, from upper left: Chaos from binding rockers popped out several lifter plunger clips. Fortunately, the 
plungers didn’t fly out until Brandes backed off the lifter preload (No. 2 exhaust plunger gone walking, circle). 
See how pressurized oil is coming out the lifter centers, not escaping around the outside of their bodies? That 
indicates OK lifter-to-bore clearances. Last month’s ignition problems, low static compression, and the binding 
rockers combined to erode the valve seats. Off with your heads! (We’ve been dying to use that one.) Note the 
crude port-match on the late-1970s truck No. 336 peanut-port castings— Searles’ RPM Air Gap intake has way 
larger runners. “This ain’t no Baldwin engine!’’ Brandes says. 



il|i|i|1 II lill| El If Ell f if your car has a gremlin that just won’t quit, you could be chosen for HOT ROD to the Rescue. Email us at PITSTOP@HotRod.com 
II ttU JUmi ri ALU ■ and put “Rescue” in the subject line. Include a description of your problem, your location, and a daytime phone number. 
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Westech Performance owner Norm Brandes 
runs a full-service shop able to fix any ground 
vehicle, old or new. 



Comp Ultra Gold full-roller rockers and upgrad- 
ed beehive springs, plus a performance three- 
angle valve job, fixed the upper valvetrain. 



Adding a TransGo shift-improvement kit and 
11-inch TCi Breakaway converter let Searles 
achieve his goal: running 13.7s in the quarter. 



THE DIAGNOSIS 

Brandes removed the rocker 
arms and pushrods, then pulled 
off the intake to inspect the val- 
ley area. Several hydraulic-lifter 
plunger retaining clips had gone 
AWOL. The blued rockers and 
balls were binding, causing cha- 
otic valve motion that caused the 
clips to jump out of their retain- 
ing grooves. 

Fortunately, lifter preload had 
kept the plungers in place within 
the lifter body until Brandes 
backed off the valve lash, pre- 
venting a catastrophic failure. 
Even more fortuitously, Brandes 
was able to fish around with a 
long magnet inserted through 
the oil-pan drain hole to find 
the clips sitting in the bottom of 
the sump — undamaged! They 
were retrieved and reinstalled in 
the also undamaged fiat-tappet 



hydraulic lifters. 

Lifter-to-lifter bore clearances 
checked OK. Plenty of oil was 
going upstairs. So why the failed 
rockers? Turns out, it was the 
454 s tail valve covers. “They 
look cool, but can play you for 
a fool,” Brandes says. “Original 
Chevy valve covers have deflec- 
tor rails that drip extra oil onto 
the rockers. Tail valve covers 
don’t have the rails. With a big- 
block’s canted valves and high 
1.7:1 rocker ratio, old-school 
technology baU-pivot rockers 
need lots of lubrication, and they 
just weren’t getting it.” 

As detailed last month, to 
narrow down what was going 
on inside the leaky cylinders, 
Brandes had rerun the compres- 
sion and leak-down tests after 
squirting oil inside the offending 
cylinders. Temporarily improved 
readings after doing this indi- 



cated the problem was probably 
isolated to the heads or head 
gaskets, not with the pistons and 
rings. Brandes confirmed this by 
pulling the cylinder heads. The 
gaskets looked OK, but the valve 
seats were in trouble. 

There’s a chance the valve- 
train resonance issues may have 
caused valve bounce on the seat, 
but on the other hand, Searles’ 
engine was based on a late- 1970s 
pickup truck engine and even 
with aftermarket pistons had 
only 7.8: 1 static compression. 
Brandes explains, “An inefficient 
engine like this results in a very 
slow in-cylinder burn. Carbon 
starts to build up in the cylinder. 
Between the carbon and slow 
burn, there’s a lot of heat late in 
the firing cycle. This heats up the 
exhaust valve seat and the face of 
the valve. The valve gets sticky. 
The entire face of the valve is no 



longer contacting the seat. The 
valve seat starts to erode. Now 
exhaust gas is bypassing through 
the valve, and everything starts 
to feed on itself Cylinder pres- 
sure drops, the burn isn’t com- 
plete — everything gets worse 
and worse.” 

THE FIX: HEADS 

Again, Searles was relatively 
lucky. He had gotten to Westech 
Automotive in time to prevent a 
serious engine seizure. The valve 
seats hadn’t failed outright and 
aU valves were salvageable. A 
good, three-angle valve job and 
new valve-stem seals and the 
heads were good to go. Well, as 
good to go as a set of lazy truck 
peanut-port heads could be, so 
Brandes reassembled the motor’s 
top-end using Fel-Pro gaskets. 

THE FIX: 
VALVETRAIN 

There’s a simple fix for keeping 
those cool, tail valve covers yet 
still preserve upper valvetrain 
longevity. Don’t use ball-pivot 
rockers; instead, upgrade to ftiU- 
roUer rockers with an integral 
bearing trunnion that don’t 
need a constant, directed oil 
stream to stay alive. In went a 
set of Comp Cams’ Ultra Gold 
1.7:1 rockers. Exercising due 
diligence, Brandes also replaced 
the Camaro’s slightly weak, used, 
conventional dual valvesprings 
with Comp Cam’s latest beehive 
springs. “They have a little bit 
more pressure for additional 
control,” Brandes explains. 
“We’ve had good luck with this 
spring in a variety of applica- 
tions.” 







j [Valvegulde deposits (arrow) caused some valve stems 
[The eroded valve seats were still salvageable— noth- to bind in the guides, but neither the valves nor the 
ing that a good three-angle performance valve job in guides were fatally damaged. The stems were simply 
the Serdi couldn’t fix. repolished. 

My goal was to get into the 13s, and we have got 
there. And now the car is safe for my wife todrive 
everyday.” 

-Duane Searles 
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THE FIX: 

TUNE-UP 

After addressing the upper 
valvetrain and leaky valve issues, 
cranking compression rose into 
the 150- to 155-psi range, which 
Brandes considers marginally 
acceptable for a performance 
engine. Leakdown improved to 
5-6 percent. Brandes put the car 
back on the chassis dyno and 
went through the usual minor 
carburetor and ignition tweaks. 
With the new high-output MSD 
ignition, he was able to reduce 
initial timing to 12- 14 degrees, 
compared to the previous lazy 
ignition that needed 16-18 
degrees. The engine was happi- 
est with 36 degrees total advance, 
all in by 3,200 rpm. Searles 
Holley 850-cfm double-pumper 
carb was slightly rich, so Brandes 
went from No. 86 primary jets to 
No. 80s, and from No. 78 to No. 
76 secondary jets. After tuning, 
rear- wheel power rose from 261 
to 284 hp. Not great, but what 
can you expect from peanut-port 
heads and low compression? 

DRAGSTRIPRUNS 
AND FINAL FIXES 

One of Searles objectives — 
assuming the Camaros engine 
ills were sorted out — was to 
break into the 13s in the quarter- 
mUe. Running on the chassis 
dyno after the engine fixes and 
tune-up, Brandes says he noticed 
“the [transmission torque] 
converter lacked stall; it seemed 
sluggish. We verified the trans- 
mission line pressure. It was OK, 
but we had Shepherds Transmis- 
sions throw a TransGo shift kit 
in it to make sure there was no 
slippage before heading out to 
the drags.” 

But running corked-up 
through its restrictive side 
pipes at Great Lakes Dragway, 
the Camaro couldn’t do better 
than 15s on street tires, with a 
dismal 2.5-second 60-foot time. 
Brandes explains, “We were now 
certain the torque converter 
didn’t have the right stall speed. 
Basically, the vehicle just laid 
down and wouldn’t flash to 
enough rpm to not lug off the 
line. It was worse than a Stocker.” 




[Several piston tops had significant carbon buildup. Among the worst was the No. 1 cylinder, which originally 
leaked-down at 30 percent. Brandes says the 454’s low, 7.8:1, static compression results in a cooler, slow-burning 
chamber that promotes deposit formation. 




[After decarbonizing the piston tops with brake cleaner, Brandes rein- 
stalled the heads using Fel-Pro Marine composition head gaskets. “We 
entertained a steel-shim head gasket to get a little more compression, but 
we hadn’t surfaced the block or heads,” Brandes explains. “When you’re 
at 7.8:1 [compression], you can throw the cat in there and never solve the 
problem.” 




[The truck heads had extra-deep 
spring pockets for factory valve 
rotators (not used in a high-perf 
app). Properly supporting Comp’s 
new smaller, 1.5-inch-od beehives 
mandated thick, shouldered, 
spring-seat spacers and— to get 
the right installed height— a 
+0.050-inch offset valve lock, 
it’s perfectly stable as long as the 
valve-stem tip ends up higher than 
the locks. 




[Original GM 
valve covers 
like this one 
had internal 
oil-distribution 
rails. Searles’ 
tall aftermarket 
valve covers 
didn’t. With 
a Rat motor’s 
canted valves 
and high 1.7:1 
rocker ratio, ball- 
pivot rockers 
need these rails 
to survive. 
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For a street car, dropping the 
60-foot time generates the great- 
est proportional improvements. 
With mild street gears like those 
in Searles 3.08:1 open-diff 
10-bolt, getting the right con- 
verter is critical for accomplish- 
ing this, so Brandes installed 
TCIs 11 -inch Breakaway-series 
unit. The Breakaway is a great 
torque converter for moderately 
modified street machines and 
weekend racers that are also 
used as daily drivers. It provides 
approximately 2,400-2,600-rpm 
flash stall without negatively 
affecting part-throttle drive- 
ability. 

The Breakaway dropped 
60-foot times by 0.37 seconds 
and improved quarter-mile e.t. 
about 1.4 seconds. The car was 
now running 13.70s. But then 
Searles timing started jumping 
around. Turns out the outer iner- 
tia ring on the old OE-damper 
was starting to delaminate. 

We can’t have that, so Brandes 
upgraded to a TCI SFI 18.1 -cer- 
tified Rattler damper. 

THE RESULTS 

AH Searles’ complaints were 
fixed — and then some — with 
the car reaching Searles’ sub- 
id-second quarter-mile e.t. 
goal. On the other hand, a “real” 
1970s-era Baldwin Camaro ran 
1 1.70-second quarter-miles. Hot 
rodders always want more, so 
were sitting around brainstorm- 
ing what it would take to get 
the car into the 1 Is. Back in the 
day, high-octane gas allowed 
high-compression ratios, and no 
one minded driving around on 
4.88:1 axle ratios. On the other 
hand, technology has evolved, 
with much better camshaft and 
cylinder-head tech available. 
Brandes believes the goal can be 
accomplished running on pump 
gas with a relatively mild, torque- 
monster engine generating at 
least 550 hp, using mild rear 
gears in the 3.50-3.70:1 range. 
But readers, were open to sug- 
gestion. Should we go ahead and 
turn a sheep in wolf’s clothing 
into a howling-mad wolf? 




[Not so with aftermarket fuU-roUer arms that have integral, needle-bearing trunnions that require much less 
lubricating oil. Comp Cams Ultra Gold rocker arms were the solution for Searles, allowing him to keep the cool 
covers. With the 454’s hydraulic-roller cam, they’re adjusted to zero lash plus ¥4 turn. 



[TransGo’s classic GM TH350 auto trans reprogramming kit (PN 350-1&2) raises line pressure for firmer, 
more positive shifts, it also permits the trans to upshift or downshift in any gear at any rpm. There are 
three stages: Tow, Go, and Competition. Which one do you think we picked? The kit installs easily without 
removing the trans. 




AT THE DRAGS 



KS] TCI Automotive 



MODIFICATIONS 60-FT Vs-MiLE V 4 -MILE MPH 



Valve job, roller rockers, springs, ignition, tune-up, shift-kit Z.450 9.973 15.158 95.96 



As above plus TC1 11" Breakaway torque converter 2.083 8.84 13.786 98.99 



[Designed for both efficiency at 
highway cruise speeds and hard 
launches at wide-open-throttle, 
TCl’s 11-inch Breakaway torque 
converter is a great dual-purpose 
street/strip choice. The beefV 
unit features furnace-brazed 
fins, needle bearings, a hard- 
ened, pre-ground pump hub, 
and computer balancing, it 
helped dramatically improve the 
Camaro’s 60-foot times. 



All values represent time in seconds except for “mph.” 
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[Finally, Westech axed the 454’s delaminating OE harmonic balancer for a 
TCI Rattler unit and adjustable billet timing pointer. Rattlers feature steel 
rollers that fit loosely into a specific number of holes. Based on an exact, 
patented, mathematical relationship, the rollers roll forward during the 
compression stroke and backward during the power stroke to minimize 
engine speed variation and vibration. 




[Searles’ 454 can now run in the 13.70s. But that’s 2 seconds shy of a 
“real” Stage III Baldwin Camaro, which was guaranteed to run 11.70 e.t.’s 
or your money back. Getting there really points to a new engine build plus 
other drivetrain improvements. Where should we go from here? 



Contacts 

AMAZON.COM INC.; Seattle, WA; 
866.216.1072; Amazon.com 



CHAMPION BRANDS LLC; Clinton, MO; 
800.821.5693 or 660.885.8151: 
ChampionBrands.com 



COMP CAMS; Memphis, TN: 
800.999.0853 or 901.795.2400: 
CompCams.com 



FEL-PRO-SPEED-PRO (FEDERAL- 
MOGUL CORP.); Southfield, Mi; 
800.325.8886: FMe-cat.com 



GREAT LAKES DRAGWAY; Union Grove, 
Wl; 262.878.3783: GreatLakesDragway.com 



HOLLEY PERFORMANCE PRODUCTS; 

Bowling Green, KY:800.HOLLEY1 
(nearest dealer), 270.781.9741 (tech), or 
270.782.2900 (general): Holley.com 



NATIONAL AUTOMOTIVE PARTS 
ASSOCIATION (NAPA); Atlanta, GA; 
800.LET.NAPA: NAPAonline.com 



ROCKAUTO LLC; Madison, Wl: 
866.ROCKAUTO or 608.661.1376: 
RockAuto.com 



SHEPHERDS TRANSMISSIONS; 

Trevor, Wl: 262.492.8503: 
Facebook.com/ShepherdsTransmissions 



SUMMIT RACING EQUIPMENT; 

Akron, OH; 800.230.3030 (orders) or 
330.630.0240 (tech): SummitRacing.com 

TCI AUTOMOTIVE; Ashland, MS; 
888.776.9824 or 662.224.8972: 
TCiauto.com 



TRANSGO; El Monte, CA: 

626.443.7451 (general) or 626.443.7451 
(tech): TransGo.com 

VALVOLINE (ASHLAND INC.); 

Lexington, KY: 800.TEAM.VAL; 
Valvoline.com 



WESTECH AUTOMOTIVE; Silver Lake, 
Wl: 262.889.4346: WestechAuto.com 



WIX FILTERS; Gastonia, NC: 
704.864.6748 (general) or 800.949.6698 
(filter interchange/application hotline): 
WixFilters.com 



LESSONS 

LEARNED 

You can’t judge a car by its paint 
job. Essentially, the Camaro 
had a late- 1970s truck 454 low- 



compression smog motor with a 
hotter cam. Still, the 1.4-second 
e.t. improvement shows how a 
mUd refresh and judicious parts 
selection can yield a significant 
performance improvement. Also 
instructive is how a seemingly 



minor parts detail (such as no 
valve-cover drip rads) can set in 
motion a chain of problems. “If 
you go at just trying to fix one 
thing, you’U never get the job 
done,” Brandes says. 



PHASE 2 PARTS AND PRICES 



Includes the major parts used in Phase 2 (this article) required to fix the problem. For Phase 1 parts list, see the Jan. 2016 issue. Labor is listed only for machining operations the average 
home mechanic cannot generally perform in his garage. Does not include any shipping charges, sales taxes, or miscellaneous small bolts, hardware, and plumbing. All dimensions are in 
linear inches, except as noted. Phase 2 priced 09/27/2015 and subject to change. 



BRAND 


PART DESCRIPTION 


PART 

NO. 


AMT. 


PRICE 


SOURCE 


COST 


CHAMPION 


CLEANING SOLUTION, brake, nonchlorinated, 15oz spray-can 


45251 


1 


Summit 


$4.45 


COMP 

CAMS 


ARM KIT, valve rocker, Ultra-Gold full-roller, big-block Chevy, 1.7:1 ratio 


19021-16 


1 


Summit 


$317.97 


SPACER KIT, valvespring seat, 0.300-thk x 1.568-spring ID x 1.732 locator od [8/pack) 


4779-2 


2 


Summit 


$53.94 


LOCK KIT, valvespring retainer, 10“ Super Lock, Va valve stem, 1 groove, +0.050 offset (32/pack) 


616-16 


1 


Summit 


$23.97 


RETAINER KIT, steel, 10“ 1.039 od x 0.640 id, for beehive spring PN 26120-16 


795-16 


1 


Summit 


$54.97 


SHIM, valvespring, steel, hardened, for 1.5od springs, 0.015/0.030/0.060-thk {48/pack) 


4767 


1 


Summit 


$20.97 


VALVESPRING KIT, beehive, 1.445 od, 130-lb/in rate, 1.230 coil-bind height 


26120-16 


1 


Summit 


$202.97 


FEL-PRO 


GASKET SET, intake manifold, composite, big-block Chevy, oval port 


MS902402 


1 


Summit 


$9.97 


GASKET SET, valve cover, big-block Chevy, molded silicone rubber w/ steel core 


1635 


1 


Summit 


$39.97 


GASKET, cylinder head, Printoseal, Marine, big-block Chevy, 4.370 bore x 0.039 compressed thickness 


17046 


2 


Summit 


$95.94 


HOLLEY 


JET, carburetor main metering, 'A-32 UNEF thread. No. 76, 0.0840 hole size, 1 pair (for primary side) 


122-76 


1 


Summit 


$7.36 


JET, carburetor main metering, 'A-32 UNEF thread. No. 80, 0.0890 hole size, 1 pair (for secondary side) 


122-80 


1 


Summit 


$7.36 


NAPA 


COOLANT, engine, regular green, full strength, 1 gallon container 


NAFIGAL 


1 


NAPA 


$9.99 


SPEED-PRO 


SEAL, valve stem, PTFE, 0.341 stem od, 0.531 guide ID 


ST-2019R 


16 


Summit 


$31.84 


TCI 


BALANCER, crankshaft. Rattler, Chevy 454, external balance, 7.920 od, black, degreed, SFI certified 


870006 


1 


Summit 


$392.97 


CONVERTER ASSY., transmission. Breakaway, 11 od, GM 1965-1991 TH350/400 w/ dual bolt-pattern, 
2,400-2,600-rpm stall 


240900 


1 


Summit 


$329.97 


POINTER, engine timing. Rattler, 4“ adjustable, billet aluminum, black anodized w/ stainless steel 
fasteners, for big-block Chevy 8 od balancer 


871006 


1 


Summit 


$41.97 


TRANSGO 


REPROGRAMMING KIT, automatic transmission, 1969-up GM TH350 


350-1&2 


1 


Summit 


$43.97 


VALVOLINE 


FLUID, automatic transmission, conventional, Dexron lll/Mercon-compatible, 1-gal. (4qt) container* 


773636 


3 


NAPA 


$59.07 


OIL, engine, conventional, VRl racing high ZDDP, 20W-50, Iqt bottle {6/case) 


VV211-6PK 


1 


Amazon 


$31.95 


WESTECH 


LABOR & MACHINING OPERATION, valve job, 3-angle 


- 


1 


Westech 


$225.00 


WIX 


FILTER, engine oil, spin-on canister, 4.338 h x 3.660 od, 'V 16 -I 6 thread, 21 micron, 225-psi burst 


51069 


1 


RockAuto 


$4.15 


* 8-10 quarts generally required for complete transmission and torque-converter fill. 


SUBTOTAL PHASE 2 (CURRENT ISSUE) 


$2,010.72 


SUBTOTAL PHASE 1(01/16 ISSUE) 


$1,337.69 


TOTAL PHASE 1 + PHASE 2 


$3,348.41 
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Item 



MIG 135 WELDER 



#12011 




• 25-135-amp welding range 

• Welds mild & stainless steel, 
24-ga.to1/4" 
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Powered by standard 120v 
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for MIG welding. Can also be used 
for Flux-Core welding 
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I have a customer with a 1969 Nova 307. He 
bought an ATK engine with aluminum heads. 
He would like to keep the “idiot” light and 
do an aftermarket gauge. The gauge is no 
problem, but the light might be. Late-model 
heads have a small hole for the temperature 
sender; the 307ci V8 had a large hole. Also, 
the 307 had a two-prong sender; I’m used to 
a one-prong or button sender. What sender 
might work with the late heads and keep the 
idiot light? 

That two-prong sender is an anomaly. Nearly all 
GM cars from at least the late-1960s well into the 
1980s had a one-terminal temperature switch. 
That includes the 1969 Nova. There were some 
early-to-mid-1960s GM two-terminal switch 
applications, but this was a unique dual-idiot-light 
setup that indicated whether the temperature was 
too low or too high. 

As Wells Vehicle Electronics tech Mark Hicks 
points out, a switch for a factory “gauge car” is 
not the same as a switch for a car equipped with 
a warning light. A gauge switch has a built-in 
thermistor to generate the resistance needed to 
properly actuate the gauge and achieve the correct 
low/high needle sweep. A standard warning-light 
sending nonthermistor switch can’t be used with 
a gauge, and a switch for a gauge can’t be used to 
operate a warning light. 

Nevertheless, at least in the GM OE world, both 
standard single-bulb warning-light and gauge 
switches have just one terminal. Depending on 
the application, model, manufacturer, and various 
supersessions through the years, the switch termi- 
nal could either be a male blade, a pin, or a button. 
Some replacements even include a hybrid connec- 
tor to convert one style to another. 

Because of all the supersessions over the years, 
it is possible that gauge or warning-light switches 
have become mixed up. A thermistor switch as 
used for a gauge, will show infinite resistance on an 
ohm meter when the switch is cold. As temp goes 
up, the switch resistance actually declines (kind of 
backward in terms of how most electrical circuits 
are troubleshot). At any rate, on a hot gauge 
resistance will check at, or near, zero. A switch for 
a warning light (no thermistor) will always show 




[Late-model and aftermarket small-block Chevy cylinder heads are typically machined with down- 
sized Vb- 18 NPT sender holes. Original muscle-car-era senders with V2-14 NPT threads (left) won’t 
screw directly into the downsized threads. However, Longacre Racing offers a downsized switch with 
the small threads that closes at 230 degrees (PN 43252, right). 
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[Most GM cars and trucks use a single-terminal 
normally open (NO) temperature sending 
unit that grounds through the cylinder-head 
threads. Use sealant sparingly on the threads 
and make sure the engine block itself is well 
grounded. 
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[A weird Vi NPT, two-terminal, two-pole, 
normally open/normally closed (NO/NC) dual 
idiot-light switch (Wells PN TU42 or equivalent) 
was used on some GM vehicles as late as 1966. 
The NO “R” terminal illuminated a dash warning 
light at 250 degrees; the NC “G” terminal illu- 
minated a second light on a cold engine, turning 
off when the temp hit 129 degrees (useful, per- 
haps, in Alaska). But both poles still grounded 
through the threads. You may be able to make 
this switch work as a one-light cold/hot indica- 
tor by splicing both terminals together. 
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GET THE LATEST FROM QA1 

upgrade your suspension and improve your performance and 
handling with QAI’s latest products! Learn more atwww.QA1.net/HR 
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Firestone Hot Rod Front Runners: 



• Available in blackwall and wide whitewall 

• Piecrust Sidewall 

• Authentic Bias Ply Construction 

• Available for 1 5- and 1 6-inch wheels 

• Starting at $151 each 




^ Firestone Hot Rod Rears: 

■ • Available in blackwall and wide whitewall 

• Piecrust Sidewall 

• Authentic Bias Ply Construction 

• Available for 1 5- and 1 6-inch wheels 
: • Starting at $189 each 
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“some residual resistance,” but not near-zero or 
infinite (assuming there’s no break in the circuit 
and the switch is operating properly). 

All these switches, be they gauge or warning 
light, are supposed to ground through the threads, 
creating a ground path through the heads, the 
block, the engine-mount bolt, and the frame. This 
also applies even to that early two-terminal GM 
sensor, which still grounds through the threads. 

it might be there was a ground problem some- 
time in the past on this particular car, so someone 
installed a two-terminal switch from some niche 
unknown application, with the extra terminal 
wired to a known good external ground, if you 
want to maintain this type of nonproduction 
ground scheme, you will have to trace the custom 
circuit in the vehicle, if the car’s existing, “incor- 
rect”-but properly wired-sensor is operating 
correctly, with the key “On,” and the extra terminal 
properly grounded, the bulb should light up: when 
the vehicle starts, the light should go off (unless 
it’s the weirdo early two-terminal/dual-light GM 
unit, and the engine is dead cold). 

Searching manufacturer websites for “fan 
switches” returns many more results than “coolant 
senders.” However, we couldn’t find any currently 
available “small-hole” Vs-lS NPT two-terminal 
automotive-style switches where the second ter- 
minal serves as a ground. That doesn’t mean they 
don’t exist somewhere (readers, can you shed any 



light on this?). 

There’s really no reason why a “correct” one- 
terminal switch shouldn’t work with proper ground 
integrity. Use only a small amount (if that) of seal- 
ant (not Teflon tape) on the threads. Use a sepa- 
rate ground strap off the engine to a good frame 
ground. Ground terminal points should be clean, 
rust-free, and unpainted (grease or oil them to 
prevent future corrosion). The “correct” 1969 Nova 
battery negative cable routs directly to the engine 
or alternator mounting bracket. There was also a 
supplementary ground from the battery negative 
terminal to the front subframe. 

Now let’s look at thread size and your options for 
getting that old idiot light to work with later heads. 
A warning bulb (aka “idiot light”) is dumb; it’s 
either on or off. Just about any generic, normally 
open (NO), temperature switch could be used 
to turn that bulb on. When coolant temperature 
reaches the switch’s set point, the switch closes, 
the circuit to ground completes, and the bulb 
illuminates. 

These simple switches vary only by their “make” 
point (the temperature at which the switch closes, 
or turns on). On the 1969 OE switch, the published 
make point was 243 degrees Fahrenheit. Frankly, 
by the time engine coolant reaches 243 degrees 
and the bulb illuminates, your radiator is probably 
boiling over anyway. Longacre Racing has a one- 
prong temp switch (PN 43252) that closes at a 



[Wells’ website WellsVE.com has a friendly user 
interface for finding “weird” switches. Besides 
searching by application or part number, there’s 
a list of basic switch characteristics listing 
terminals, threads, and make/break points. To 
get to that list, hover your mouse over “Wells 
Tech.” On the drop-down menu that opens, un- 
der “Technical Resources,” click on “Fan Switch 
Applications Search.” Caution: The list hasn’t 
been updated in several years; we found several 
switches that may have solved Hawkin’s prob- 
lem are no longer available in the real world. 

slightly more reasonable 230 degrees. It has Vs-lS 
NPT male threads, so it’ll screw right into the later 
“small-hole” cylinder heads. The terminal style is 
the standard V4-inch male blade that mates with 
widely available push-on terminals or old-school 
Packard 56-series factory connectors. 

That’s the sanitary way we’d deal with it. But 
there are at least three other, more or less viable, 
solutions that do permit retention of the existing 
large-thread sender: Pick a card, any card: 

■ Install an external pipe/internal pipe adapter. 
Those with a male end that’s smaller than the 
female end are rare. One source is Aeroquip’s 
industrial line (Eaton Hydraulics Group): Order 
“adapter, external pipe/internal pipe, Vs-lS NPT 
male-to-female V2-14 NPT, PN 2040-6-8S.” A 
theoretical drawback is in a perfect world for best 
function and accuracy you want the sensor fully 
immersed into the coolant medium. This also 
means don’t use a T-fitting to hook up both the 
gauge sender and bulb sender at the same loca- 
tion. You’ve got two heads on a V8 and they both 
have holes! Regardless of the immersion factor, 
there may also simply be external clearance 
issues with tightly wrapped exhaust headers. 

■ Drill and tap the new head’s existing small hole 
oversize to V2-14 NPT female. You’ll need the 
correct V 2 -NPT pipe tap and a ^V64-inch drill bit. 

If the head’s already assembled and on the car, 
debris from this operation could contaminate the 
water jackets and radiator. Plus, it may be diffi- 
cult to drill the hole straight and on-center when 
trying to do this in-car. 

■ Transfer the existing “large-hole” fitting to a 
blank V2-14 NPT hole in your typical aftermarket 
intake manifold’s water crossover passage 
upstream of the thermostat. The harness will 
need to be extended, and this location may not 
be as accurate for sensing true temperature. On 
the other hand, it certainly keeps the sender and 
its wires away from hot header pipes. Chevys 
mounted the coolant temp sender in the intake 
through 1967. 

Contacts 

EATON AEROQUIP, EATON HYDRAULICS 
OPERATIONS USA; Eden Prairie: MN; 952.937.9800; 
Eaton.com/hydraulics 

LONGACRE RACING; Monroe, WA; 800.423.3110 or 
360.453.2030: LongacreRacing.com 



WELLS VEHICLE ELECTRONICS, NGK SPARK PLUG 
CO. LTD.; Fond du Lac, Wl; 800.558.9770, opt. 3 for tech; 
WellsVE.com 
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PARTS & STUFF 



New Eko Fuel-Sending Unit 

Dixie Restoration Depot // 877.243.4943 
DixieRestorationDepot.com 

Finally, a fuel-sending unit has been produced for the 1985-1987 4.3L El Camino. The 
direct OE-replacement sending unit is built with CNC-bent stainless steel tubing and 
includes a fuel strainer, lock ring, and seal. 

Price: $99.95 










Keen the 
DustOff 



Mind Blowing Power! 




Scan for 
Product Info, 



Rockett Brand 

Racing Fuet 



Rockett Brand® Racing Fuel is known for formulating the most technologically 
advanced racing fuels on the market today. It is the only racing fuel backed by 60+ years 
of fuel formulating experience, professional technical and engineering support, and 
uncompromising product quality. Our promise to the racing community has been simple 
and consistent; make the best fuels on the market and stand behind what we produce 100%. 



Power Stop// 888.863.4415 
PowerStop.com 

To prevent brake-dust production in Dodge 
Hellcats, Power Stop Extreme Performance Brake 
Systems has created the Z23 and the Z26 brake 
pads. These brake pads are produced with the 
company’s carbon-ceramic hybrid compound 
that wipes out the need to clean carbon dust off 
your wheels. The Z23 carbon-fiber/ceramic brake 
pads were designed for the high-performance 
daily commuters. The Z26 pads offer greater 
thermal stability for brisk braking at high speeds. 
Both models, front and rear, are offered for 
Dodge Hellcat Chargers and Challengers and are 
constructed as direct bolt-in replacements. 

Price: Prices vary depending on application 




NewETTire 

Mickey Thompson // 330.928.9092 
MickeyThompsonTires.com 

The ET Street Radial line from Mickey Thompson 
Performance Tires & Wheels now offers its next 
generation tire: the ET Street S/S. The S/S stands 
for street-to-strip, so the name speaks for itself. 
With a combination of the proven R2 drag-tire 
compound and a polyester-ply, steel-belted, 
tubeless radial construction, these tires guarantee 
outstanding dry-traction performance, durability, 
and dependability on the street and dragstrip. 
Availability includes 18- to 20-inch sizes. 

Price: Starting at $189 



(800)345-0076 www.rockettbrand.com 




Cobia Catback Exhaust System 

MRT // 734.455.5807 // ShopMRT.com 

MRT recently introduced its 1999-2004 Cobra after-cat exhaust system. Constructed with the 
304-series stainless steel and mandrel bent for clear exhaust flow, the efficient MRT high-flow 
mufflers were designed to boost your horsepower and enhance your fuel economy. The after-cat 
system is backed by the MRT’s limited lifetime warranty. 

Price: $499.99 



TVro 

Renovated 

TIG-Welding 

Solutions 

Miller Electric Mfg. Co. 
800.426.4553 // MillerWelds.com 

Replacing the Miller Electric Dynasty 200 model 
is the Dynasty 210 that features an AC/DC TIG/ 
stick-capable power source and permits welding 
of up to V4-inch steel and aluminum in a single 
pass. Substituting the Maxstar200 model is the 
Maxstar 210. This particular machine welds up 
to V4-inch steel in a single pass and utilizes a DC 
TIG/sitck-capable power source. Each standalone 
power source weighs 50 pounds and is produced 
with dual carry handles and carrying strap for 
effortless haul. Both welding machines discharge 
up to 210 amps of output power. 

Price: Starting at $4,053 for Dynasty and 
$3,208 for Maxstar 
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^ Or does it? High-quality products at low, low 
T^f: prices are always in vogue at Sawblade.com. 

. i Check out these really cool deals. 



14" Steel Cutting Chop Saw 



Evolution TCT 10" Steel Cutting Saw Blade 



Trajan 1 25 Portable Band Saw 



Trajan 7" x 12" Metal Cutting Band Saw 



SAWBLADE»C-M' 



SPOIL 




this 

Christmas! 



It’s a gift 

you’ll BOTH love! 



Over 200 premium 
PJs, each with: 

• FREE Keepsake 
gift packaging 

• FREE 

Personalized card 



1.800.GIVE.PJS 
PajamaGram.com 

■pf jr 

^amagr 





Stealth Audio 
Solutlonsl 



Secretaudio 

SRMS 

|i RF Remote controls 
f all functions; AM/FM, 
t USB, iPod, Satellite, 
I CD, 200 watts 






il 



ctisrom ' 

aiilosound 



Visit Our Website 



custom-autosound.com 



n -SOa-SS-TLIINIES 











TO ADVERTISE IN THIS SECTION CALL 310-531-9881 




8O.8.CoH0nPlu8*fln*ttons 

iromOavlsUnWtedlgnnton 

- YflU C»N Feri tlifi Mtlw^Bncel - 



Open up your Plug Gaps to 
.065'^ burning your fuel more 
oomplotely. 
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Compattbte with flash devices 
& programmers. 



Utilizes superior thermal epoxy 
for durability. 




LS S-0>S- Coils 

Whether you're 
running a Vette, 

Camaro, or LS Truck 
Bngine, we have an 
S O S. Coil for you. 

Coils are available in 
triangular, square & round versions. 




Ford S.O.S. Coils 

For Ford 4.6 
and 5.4 V8 
owners, the 
distress calls for the COP 
<Coil on Plug) Ignition Systems 
have finally been answered] 
Now Available for 2 , 3, and 
4 Valve Applications. 



"in m of O-BO mph f ests, we 

improved CNi/r £ T lan o/,£4 

seconds over a stock ignition systvm. 
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Hemi S.O.S. Coils 

Late model Dodge and 
Chrysler Hemi owners 
can now improve 
performance by 
installing our new 
S.O.S.-Sultans of Spark 
ignition coils! SOS Coils Increase 
spark output up to 40,000 volts 
- A 50% increase In energy over 
the lackluster stock coils. 

No gimmicks are used such as 
"zero resistance* or tricked out 
"rings " just pure hardcore ignition. 
Available for both single and dual 
tower systems. Ideal for your 
Charger* Challenger or Podge Ram. 
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Supporting a TeleMedicine Physician 
Network to help treat: 

Erectile Dysfunction, Hair Loss, STD’s 
Weight Loss, Allergies & more. 

V Lowest Prices from USA Pharmacies 
FDA-approved Genuine Brand Medications, 
''Call 7 days per week 
v'Over 550,000 Customers served since 1998 
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Official Cabinet Provider of National Guard Panther Racing 
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THE GOURMET BROWNIE 
THAT'S DOWN TO EARTH 

•All-natural 

• Small batches 

• Made from scratch 



Call 1-800-74S-8333 to Order 
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Ve not just building a car - you're 
building memories with the ones you 
love. During the YEARONE Christmas 
Sale, you can save 20% or more on 
the parts you need to build those 
memories. Visit VEflW/Vf.co/7? and 
liter code HSM15 for huge savings] 
on applicable items. 

For details please call 
1-800-932-7663 
Sale Ends Decenibef 31. 2016 
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Automotive Aooessories 



Laser Measured 

FloorLiner™ 



Available in Black, Tan and Grey 
for over 900 Applications 

WeatherTech.com • 800-441-6287 



For US Customers : 

WeatherTech.com 

©2015 MacNeil IP LLC 



For Canadian Customers : For European Customers : 

WeatherTech.ca WeatherTechEurope.com 
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ProPlusMedical.com 



RMANENT LIFETIME ENLARGEMENT? 

Dr. Bross advises erection size can be 3 inches bigger, stay harder and can have 
enlargement for a lifetime when you continue to take PRO+PLUS PILLS. 

PRO+PLUS Ultimate • Men of any age can achieve the highest success 
rate in 2-3 months. Does not contain Yohimbe and L-Arginine. 

PRO+PLUS Advanced • Maximum results in 3 to 4 months for men 18-45. 

PRO+PLUS Xtreme for immediate erections. Effective up to 12 hours. 

testosterone booster. Powerful herbal formula can increase sexual energy 
Add PRO+PLUS ACCELERATOR LIQUID to any 
Pro+Plus Formula. See and feel t he ben efits immediately. 

Credit Card Orders Call Toll Free Anytime *24/7 

1 - 800 - 378-4689 

1-818-342-2028 • 9 am-5 pm PST (M-F) Se Habla Espaiiol 
More Free Specials: WWW. 

Pro Medical Dept. 62H5A www.AvidProMedical.com 
St. #103, Tarzana.CA 91356 

PRO+PLUS XTREME -48 Capsules $48.75 each $_ 

PRO+PLUS LQ ACCELERATOR LIQUID $25.00 each $ 

SEXCITER LIQUID to Excite Women $25.00 each $_ 

ATTRACT-A-MATE to Attract Women $25.00 each $_ 

may vary. These statements have not been evaluated by the FDA. This product is not intended to diagnose, treat, cure or prevent any disease. vui+Dj 
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Street-Legal Drags, Full Circle 




I literally choked up. It was tech 
day at HOT ROD Drag Week™ 
2015, and I was surprised to 
stumble upon the car that helped 
launch the whole Fastest Street 
Car racing scene, especially for 
me. That yellow 1969 Camaro 
used to belong to loudmouth 
promoter Rick Dyer and was 
part of the memorable C.A.R.S. 
Inc. racing team that made a 
huge impact on HOT ROD 
readers. In 1992 1 took my first 
trip to Detroit as a HOT ROD 
staffer and met with Dyer to 
drive his car on the street — my 
first experience with a Lenco 
transmission and with an 
8-second car. Upon returning 
home, a staff meeting found 
Joe Pettit discussing the Top 
Gun Shootout in Atlanta, where 
more 8-second, street-licensed 
cars had shaken the Earth. The 
staff asked each other who 
really had the fastest street car 
in America, and there was only 
one way to find out: race ’em. 
Editor Jeff Smith called Richard 
Small at Elowmaster, who had 
also been watching the scene 
escalate, and set up a competi- 
tion at the National Muscle Car 
Association race in Memphis. 
HOT rod’s Easiest Street Car 
in America Shootout was born, 
thrown together in a matter of a 
few hours and promoted for just 
a handful of weeks. Max Carter 
won, running a best of 8.38 at 
160 mph. 

The Shootout transformed the 



NMCA; it began as a place for 
resto muscle and nostalgia Super 
Stock cars. Soon, our company 
owned the NMCA and executed 
a full event series with the likes 
of Tony Christian and Bob 
Rieger as the heroes. A number 
of knock-off sanctioning bodies 
popped up. Street-legal racing 
is now an entire industry. Next 
came the HOT ROD Pump 
Gas Drags, which escalated into 
HOTROD Drag Week™. 

AU of this is very personal 
to me, as I was deeply involved 
from the start, and toured with 
the NMCA in its first year. At 
every stop, I hung with the likes 
of Rick Dyer, Danny Scott, Jim 
Treppa, Bruce Kimmen, Chuck 
Samuel, and Nick Scavo. We ter- 
rorized America, tearing around 
in 540ci-powered dualies and 
destroying rental go-karts in 
every city. We cruised ludicrous 
cars on the streets; Dyer and I 
got pulled over one night and 
the cop tripped over the wheelie 
bars. Those guys ran in the then- 
unheard-of 8-second range with 
cars that the hardcore remember 
to this day. I’m proud to have 
shot many of the photos you’ve 
seen of them, and lucky to have 
been part of it. 

To see the Dyer car in com- 
petition at Drag Week™ brought 
back so many good times, and 
seemed to sort of close the circle 
on a simple but life-altering idea 
from so long ago: race ’em. 

> HOTROD.COM/ David-Freiburger 
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I’m writing this 
from the floor 
of the 2015 
SEMAShowin 
Las Vegas. Late, 
as usual. 

Check out our 
new Engine 
Masters video 
series! Good 
info, fun times, 
it’s on the 
Motor Trend 
channel of You- 
Tube. 

I have a new 
title again: 
Executive 
Producer of 
Aftermarket 
Programming. 
Easier to under- 
stand than 
Director of Con- 
tent Strategy. 



Bestinstagram 
Pic This Month 




[Many of you won’t like a 
lowrider in HOT ROD, but I think 
they are part of the hot rodding 
legacy, especially from around 
Los Angeles, and the paint 
skills seen on some of them are 
second to none. 



We finally have 
T-shirts for sale 
for the show 
Roadkillthat 
Mike Finnegan 
and i do on 
YouTube. See 
Roadkill.com 
and hit the 
“shop” button. 

Car i Most 
Wanted to 
Build on the 
Day I Wrote This 
i’m digging the 
Crop Duster, my 
1970 Plymouth 
that just got a 
383 big-block 
stabbed into it. 
it needs a lot 
of wiring repair 
after HOT ROD 
Drag Weekend. 



Coming 
Next mnth; 

DonlEven 
ThinkAboirt 
BuiUingaNew 
Engine Until Vbu 



COMING 

•I.M.I6 



[Jeff Atkinson 
now owns our 
Dec. 1992 cover 
car. The Camaro 
was around De- 
troit for years, 
in the C.A.R.S. 
showroom and 
later on the 
streets with 
a mild crate 
engine, it was a 
tearjerkertosee 
it back on the 
track. 
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DRIVEIT. 

RACEIT. 

UVEIT. 



GET IT. MOW. 



THE WORLD’S PREMIER DESTINATION FOR AUTOMOTIVE VIDEO CONTENT-MOTORSPORT, 
ORIGINAL SERIES, MOVIES, DOCUMENTARIES-AT YOUR FINGERTIPS. 






GRABBER™ ARCTIC LT 




GRABBER™ AT2 



Snow, Ice & Wet 
Condition Traction 



Aggressive 

All-Terrain 




GRABBER™ HTS®° 



Long Wear, Comfort 
& Performance 
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